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The Opelet 


By Adaline Hohf Beery 


Dow i in a quiet corner of the sea 

Bloometh the beautiful anemone ; 
Its satiny petals softly wave and woo 
The curious, dartling, simple finny crew ; 
A single touch of the poisonous, rosy tips,— 
Numb, down the greedy throat the victim slips, 
The merciless, lovely arms again unclose, 
And so the tale of charm and cheating goes. 
Exquisite, witching flower, thy name is Sin! 
Unhappy soul, caught when the door swings in! 


HUNTINGDON, Pa. 








What Interests the Whole World ? 


Nothing is so interesting to ten thousand persons 
as that which has come of a deep life-experience of 
some one person. The teacher or preacher or writer 
who fails to act upon this truth is likely to fail in 
reaching and interesting those whom he addresses. 
Many do fail because of this, making the mistake of 
seeking to use material which is aimed at many, and 
which thereby misses all. A very prominent edu- 
cator recently declined a request to set down his expe- 
rience in a field of widespread interest, on the ground 
that, because it was peculiarly personal to himself, it 
would therefore not be stimulating by way of_sugges- 
tion: to others: He missed the fundamental truth 
that the only thing that deeply interests many is-a 
thing that deeply interests one. The multitude is 
only.a mass of individuals ; and every individual is 
made in the image of one and the same God, and 
therefore sure to be interested in a fellow-being’ s vital 
experiences. When a pastor begins to preach out of 
a personal experience that has the ‘‘one thing I 
know "* ring.to it, people begin to crowd his church. 


When a Sunday-school teacher fills the teaching 
period with what his own life, rather than the lesson- 
help, has taught him, the problem of inattention 
vanishes. We can help others only by the gift of 


ourselves. 
a 
The Paralysis of Prudence 


Prudence is often the name for a very mean vice. 
The man who can stand quietly by and see a weaker 
person wronged, just because it is not safe to interfere, 
deserves to be shut out from the society of decent per- 
sons. There are many times in life when we must 
act in a way that will seem ‘‘to the Greeks foolish- 
ness.’’ What an unwise thing for that soldier in the 
Civil War to risk his life in carrying away the lighted 
cotton covering of a pile of ammunition from the 
midst of a crowded camp! How reckless of a young 
man to plunge, dressed for skating as he was, into the 
broken ice of one of our rivers to attempt to save a 
woman struggling there when, as he said before going 
in, ‘*I know it is no use!’’ Let us pray for the cour- 
age to be imprudent when duty calls. 


x 
Rich Throughout Our Losses 


We can lose a great deal and yet be rich. Life's 
best things can never be taken from us. without our 
consent. What does it matter, then, how many lesser 
things we lose? It is a sign of the world’s growing 
better that there are so many now who realize that 


* they can have God’s unchanging best, and who are 


+4 


indifferent to all else, —‘* unspoiled men and wom n,”’ 
says Hamilton Wright Mabie, ‘‘as indifferent to the 
fashion of the world and the folly of the hour as the 
stars to the impalpable mist of the clouds : men and 
women who spoke the truth, and saw the fact, and 
lived the right; to whom love and faith and high 
hopes were more real than the crowns of which they 
had been despoiled and the kingdoms from which 
they had been rejected.’ The man who holds fast all 
that God asks him to hold can ill afford to waste time 
or feeling over other losses. Let us be most concerned 
about safeguarding our real treasures. 


x 


Assuring Answered Prayers 

Answer to prayer depends not nearly so much 
upon what we are able to do with God, as upon what 
God is able to do with us. When we allow God to 
control our lives, our thoughts, our wills, our very 
desires, we shall not send up petitions that he cannot 
grant. There is a safety-clause in the promise of 
Christ, ‘* Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will I do”’ ; it is the condition ‘‘in my name.’’ ‘To 
be in Christ's name is to be merged in his very being 
and identity, so that it is ‘‘no longer I that live, but 
Christ liveth in me.’’ Prayer that springs from 
Christ's domination of our lives is the prayer that 
means power. To be mighty in prayer means to let 
God be mighty with us. To have power in prayer 
means to give God all power over us. When we let 
God have his way with us, we can be sure of having 
our way with him. 


PANIC 


HE crash had come. The long months and years 
of extension, the square-jawed rapacity of shrewd 
and powerful personalities, unchecked by any 

inner sense of rightness, had come into its own,—an 
outburst of popular wrath, a sudden collapse of public 
confidence, and loss and bitterness on every hand. 

Wall Street was in turmoil. Reasoning or un- 
reasoning, panic was King. The white-crowned caps 
of mounted reserves tossed in undulating lines above 
the crowd. The ‘Street’? was in a frenzy. Long 
lines of anxious depositors.wound in-serpentine coils 
about the corridors of a great financial concern, and 
trailed far down through. the restless, jostling crowd 
on the pavements. Automobiles honked their slow 
course down narrow lanes that opened to let them 
pass, and closed again. 

Here was palpitation in the very heart-centers of 
the financial body of the western world. The crowds 
moved quickly, nervously. The whole atmosphere 
was charged with excitement. Would the banks hold 
out? Would that long line of depositors receive their 
own? What would the big men of the Street do to 
support the situation? Where would it end? 

In_ contrast to all’this there stood above the steps of 
the old Sub-Treasury,: building astrong and silent 
figure... Beside it and in every direction around it 
were the hurrying, jostling, worrying crowds, and just 
over against it that thin, long line of anxious men and 
women. ‘Thefigure was bareheaded ; with the strongly 


‘melded. face slightly upturped, Andover that eddy- 


ing crowd. a strong hand was outstretched as if the 
silent lips, so often heard in. crisis times of American 
history, longed to speak. a-steadying word. The 
bronze Washington, with his outstretched hand, was 
government, power, steadiness of. poise, embodied in 
a figure ever colossal in actuality.of achiesément, and 
not the less so in its vivid contrast to the unquiet 
lesser men below it on that panic day. 

That scene was a typical life-scene of to-day and 


all days. Panic in the-hearts of men whose dearest 
possessions seemed about to vanish, whose reward of 
toil, or plunder in piracy, was about to be stricken 
from the list of their assets ; and close beside them, 
reaching out almost.appealingly over their excitement, 
a reminder of the reassuring fact that somewhere, in 
untroubled quietness, there are abiding verities, supe- 
rior to the fatalities of men’s follies or impotence, 
and only awaiting men’s call. 

It is not only in the financial world that panic 
seizes upon the hearts of men and women, chilling 
the blood with the thought of loss, and ruthlessly 
changed relationships, and perhaps lasting disgrace. 
There, indeed, with many the passion for money is 
strong, and any reversal in fortunes approaches the 
supreme calamity in proportion to the strength of the 
money passion. But the element of. panic in our lives 
is so likely to explode without any touch of the finan- 
cial match, that those of us who have no money- 
worries are by no means exempt from its danger. In 
that hour when, from any cause, the heart sinks, the 
blood runs cold, when wild thoughts assail the mind, 
when the whole structure of life begins to buckle, 
panic is ready to take possession. 

Yet panic is in itself catastrophe, in itself to be 
dreaded and shunned and forestalled as the plague 
itself. Panic is ruin to the judgment, ruin to the 
will, ruin to the very faculties that can aid in over- 
coming the causes leading up to the wild fear that so 
maims us. And worst of all, panic is loss of confi- 
dence in God. In the thick of the jostling crowd we 
forget the outstretched hand. 

The mother, watching by the bedside of her little 
child whose hot hands and flushed cheeks tell of a 
dangerous fire within which may burn out that slen- 
der life, can unfit herself for the task by lacerating 
her mind with thoughts of the worst, with doubts of 
the doctor's skill, with imaginations bred in those 
hours of physical depression just before the dawn. 
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She can thus so forget the tender love of One who has 
watched with her all the night long, that she will not 
fully avail herself of his presence and proffered aid. 
She and the little child are in his keeping, and her 
tired spirit could find rest in his supporting love if 
she would not so needlessly undertake to bear the 
strain of the dreaded loss before that loss had come. 

‘The man who finds an old and shameful habit, long 
ago ousted from his life, once again knocking at his 
door, is horrified at the very thought of the old sub- 
jection. Must he make that fight all over again? 
It was a dead issue, so he thought. He had failed 
miserably more than once, and then had fought and 
prayed his way to victory. But now the old passion 
is upon him as strong as ever, and he knows the dan- 
gers. Fear of failure dogs his footsteps, and the 
temptation is fierce with a new power of attack. He 
must not give in, and yet how can he hold out? The 
loss would be unspeakably heavy, but he, knows his 
own weaknesses, and panic sets in,—a panic which no 
other living soul can see or guess. In that very hour 
the outstretched hand, the sure and promised over- 
coming presence of the tested Christ, can be his, and 
if he will let that presence in, he will have peace even 
while he is in a life-and-death struggle for mastery. 

Panic victimizes not only the mature man and 
woman, but chokes the spirit of the child as well. 
Childhood is not care-free. Its wild fears are grimly real, 
and get less recognition than those besetting us who are 
older, What have you done, teacher of boys or girls, 
to avert the wrecking strain of panic in the life of your 
pupils? Do you remember the dark hours of your 
school days when, just before examinations, you were 
afraid you might not ‘‘pass'’? You had worked 
hard. You had received good marks. But to know 
the whole thing at once! To sit down with paper 
and pencil and answer any question on any part of 
the book, and be exalted or disgraced in accordance 
with that paper of yours —did anything throw you 
into a panic quite so surely as that! Your boys and 
girls to-day are not unlike you in those days. Have 
you steadied them at such times with an encouraging 
word ? Have you led them to higher levels of study- 
methods, to broader views of the functions of a teacher 
as something other than an ogre who delights in trap- 
ping a student by the pitfall of a question-paper ? 

Is that growing boy in your home getting help and 
sympathetic encouragement from you against those 
hours in the dark when he stares into the corner 
shadows, hears in the rattle of a window the sure com- 
ing of a burglar, and agonizes. silently in cold fear 
because he thinks you will laugh at him or scold him 
if he wakes you up? What if your Heavenly Father 
should treat with contempt your panic-times, when 
you, too, stare into the shadows closing in about you ; 
when you, too, are somewhat ashamed of your fears, 
and yet cannot shake them off all alone in the dark ? 
That boy is no less in agony than you are. Do you 
fairly represent the fatherhood of God in your exhibit 
of fatherhood toward him? When panic would be 
king, then ‘is the Christian's high opportunity of 
faith. 

Years ago, when delegates to the First World's 
Sunday School Convention were on their way to Lon- 
don on the Bothnia, a fire broke out in the cotton in the 
hold, The passengers gathered on the upper deck well 
forward to watch the crew hoist the burnirg bales 
from the heart of the ship and heave them over- 
board, One man whose wife had just retired for the 
night hastened to her stateroom and urged her to 
dress and go on deck. ‘*Oh, I am sure everything 
will be all right,’’ she said quietly. ‘1 think Pll 
just go to sleep." ‘* Well,’’ he urged, ‘‘ whether 
you feel afraid of the result or not, do come up and 
see the fire anyway !'" She appeared on deck shortly, 
and joined the crowd who were watching the weird 
sight. When the fire had been entirely put out, the 
passengers gathered by the bridge and sang the dox- 
ology. As the good woman made her way with her 
husband to their stateroom, she said earnestly, ‘* We 
made one mistake up there.’ ‘* What's that?’’ he 
inquired. ‘‘Oh,’’ answered his wife, ‘‘we ought to 
have sung the doxology while the fire was burning !”’ 

Those of us who will sing the doxology while the 
fire is burning will not be ina panic. And doxolo- 
gies are far more sensible than panics at any time. 
For in what circumstances are we justified in losing 
our judgment, our courage, our will power, our confi- 
dence in God ? 

The wiser heads in Wall Street on that panicky day 
knew that a restoration of public confidence was needed 
to check the unrest. Men in whom the people had con- 
fidence must come forward and take the burden of the 
hour. There could be no panic when everybody had 
confidence in the management. Accordingly manage- 
ments were revised, and confidence widely restored. 
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Strong men declared and demonstrated that they were 
prepared t6 meet the emergency, and government 
gave assurance of the use of great reserves to stay the 
impending ruin of that hour. 

Does any one of us need a change of management? 
What elements, what ideals, what foundations have 
we to give us freedom from the ravages of panic in 
ourselves? What reserves have we to buttress the 
tottering walls of our defense against the collapse of 
character? Midianites and Amalekites go down in 
panic. Jehovah does not purpose that for his people. 


The disciples on that stormy sea of Galilee were terror- © 


ized by what they saw coming to them through the dark. 
But the Master's prompt identification of himself 
shifted the emphasis of the scene completely. It is 
ever his way. ‘‘It is I, be not afraid."' He takes 
charge, assumes the burden, utters reassuring words, 
and turns distraction and panic into quiet, trustful 
thought about himself. That disciple who seemed 
to have peculiar capacity for receiving the outpoured 
love of Jesus writes to others, in order that their 
joy may be full, this high and simple message of 
security, ‘‘Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world.... And the world passeth 
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away, and the lust thereof, but he that doeth the will 
of God abideth forever."’ 

Is there any room for panic here? It is a sure and 
lasting repose in struggle, a perennial pledge of 
strength by the way, of steadiness of soul in every 
crisis, and of a security that nothing need disturb un- 
less we choose the transitory and futile rather than the 
abiding verities. : 


e ‘In heavenly love abiding, 
No change my heart shall fear, 
And safe is such confiding. 
For nothing changes here. 
The storm may roar without me, 
My heart may low be laid ; 
But God is round about me, 
And can I be dismayed ? 


** Green pastures are before me, 
Which yet I have not seen ; 
Bright skies will soon be o’er me, 
Where the dark clouds have been. 
My hope I cannot measure, 
The path to life is free ; 
My Saviour has my treasure, 
And he will walk with me.’’ 





Ammunition Against Church Fairs 


The cheapening and unworthy practise of com- 
bining charity with barter in the name of religion is 
not yet a dead issue, though it is on the way to be. 
A South Carolina pastor and missionary who takes 
the right stand in this thing writes to ask for ammuni- 
tion which, fortunately, is ready and waiting : 

I have read with much pleasure and hearty approval a num- 
ber of your replies to questions as to church fairs, festivals, 
etc., and I beg to suggest that you prepare a tract or pam- 
phlet setting forth substantially what you have already written. 
I believe it would find ready sale and do much good. 

‘¢ Lowering Morals by Raising Money’’ is the title 
of a ten-cent booklet which The Sunday School Times 
Company recently issued, and which presents, in 
thirty-six pages, the editorial answers to ‘‘ Open Let- 
ters’’ on this subject which have appeared in this 
department during more than twenty years past. Thus 
the little book covers almost every conceivable variety 
of the question, and is based solidly on practise, not 
theory. And the verdict of practical experience is 
that giving outright is a better thing, both financially 
and spiritually, for church and for individual, than any 
sugar-coated counterfeit can ever be. 


x 
Is Inability to Suffer Desirable? 


Is pain a blessing or a curse? Is it something 
always to be avoided, at any cost, if possible? Has 
it any bright side? Would life be richer, or barren, 
without it? These questions are worth considering, 
as one reads a letter of inquiry from a New York 
subscriber that opens up the whole subject : 


Some time last year ‘here appeared in your most excellent 
ry a nightmare by Mary S. Loder, entitled ‘‘ When Pain 

ft." I cut it out, intending to write you for further light on 
the subject, but it got ‘ pigeon-holed "’ until now. 

‘The idea that pain is a good thing, and ought to be held 
close and kept with us, is new and startling. Jesus apparently 
had not heard of it. We have no record of his ever refusing, 
or even hesitating, to relieve any sufferer who came or was 
brought to him for relief. Can the dreamer of that fearfully 
bad dream tell us on what occasion the Great Physician told 
any one to go home and suffer, as a release from pain would 
mean spiritual death, which is certainly worse than physical 
pain? We know that Jesus valued spiritual health and life 
and character above pa tay | else. ould he have healed 
diseases and banished pain if he had thought them necessary, 
or even helpful, to spiritual growth? On what is this new 
theory based? If it is right, and he was wrong, we should 
know it, and quit building hospitals, and sending medical mis- 
sionaries to people who would be better off without them. 
Please give us more light on the subject. 


Pain is God's danger signal to his children, warn- 
ing them of broken laws, and inviting them to find 
freedom from pain in the keeping of his laws. Pain 
not only may be the bringer of the richest blessings that 
God can bestow, but it is often in and of itself a bless- 
ing. Itis a blessing that one’s hand hurts cruelly 
when it is thrust into the flame ; he would be a heart- 
less God who would let a child of his lose a hand by 
burning without ever being warned by pain of the 
danger. As for the pain which comes to God's chil- 
dren through no fault of their own, though always the 
result of broken laws somewhere, it has often brought 
a sense of dependence upon God and a realization of 





God's loving presence and comfort such as full health 


could not know. When accepted as God's will, pain 
has a purifying and refining effect upon character 
such as no other human experience can give. Per- 
haps it was because of this that pain is, in the Bible, 
considered as an evidence and token of God's love : 


** For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
And scourgeth every son whom he receiveth ”’ 
(Heb. 12: 6). 


And the comparison with the fire-refining of precious 
metals is plain in such a passage as. Isaiah 48 : Io, 
*¢I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction."’ 
Paul knew Christ’s mind and will as well as any man 
who has ever lived ; and Paul said of his ‘‘thorn in the 
flesh,’’ which, whatever it was, meant grievous suffer- 
ing to him, ‘‘ Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. Wherefore I take pleasure in weak- 
nesses, in injuries, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ's sake : for when I am weak, 
then am I strong’’ (2 Cor. 12 : 9, 10). 

Inability to suffer pain would mean paralysis and 
death. That was the lesson taught in the little 
sketch, ‘‘When Pain Left,’ that the New York 
reader so severely criticises. The one who dreamt 
found that she could, by an act of choice, free herself 
from all pain ; but with that freedom she found ‘‘a 
numbness creeping over her, a lethargy of spirit that 
shut out all desire,... spiritual death. Then she 
knew that, wrapt in the pain-cloud, joy and laughter, 
hope and desire, had fled with the twin sisters, sorrow 
and tears. Better, a thousand times, hold pain ever 
close.”’ 

There is nothing inconsistent with all this in the 
lesson Christ taught that it is our duty to devote our 
lives to banishing pain from others’ lives and from 
the whole world. But we must strive to banish it, not 
by giving narcotics and producing. numbness and 
paralysis, but by restoring broken laws. Life in Christ 
is the only life that keeps the law of God ; as we win 
men to that life, we have gained in the fight with 
pain. So it is the cause of pain, rather than pain 
itself, that we must fight. Christ healed freely in 
order to show that in him was freedom from that 
which would cause pain. But no greater curse could 
come into the world than the abolishing of pain with- 
out the removal of its: cause. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


EAVENLY FATHER, deliver us from languor, from irri- 
tableness, from yielding to our sensibilities, from all 
anarchy of soul. .. . Grant us true fervor, a zeal quench- 

less and burning, yet controlled ; a patience like thine own ; 
the gentleness of Christ, as we touch men; a magnanimity in 
which nothing small can survive. ... Or, if this seem a favor too 

reat to grant because too large for our impoverished spirits to 
Coenen lor use, at least grant us thirst for the divine largeness, 
and composure and power,—a thirst which will give us no rest 
until we can absorb and use all this.... At least, O Father, 
henceforth make us easy to live with, ... not thorns to our 


_ friends and stones in the path of strangers whom we may 


meet. ... Father, what shame our meanness of spirit puts on 


. thee ; how our dwarfed nature distorts thy gospel and shrivels 


our power!... Lord, in thine infinite mercy, forgive ... and 
cure. .. 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 17 (Judg. 7 : 9-23) 
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Her Marriage Day 


By Ian Maclaren 








ELEGRAMS from China in those days of 
revolution and anarchy were’ short and 
confused and as often as not contradic- 
tory and unintelligible. Although the 


name of Agnes Durham had appeared | 


in the first list of Christian martyrs, Car- 


michael, with his incurable optimism, had refused -to ,, 


accept the news as final, and found ined cogent rea- 
sons for hope: 

Had she not gone out only two years ago in the fresh- 
ness of her youhg womanhood to serve as a nurse in the 
mission, and could it be in the will of Providence to 
close her career so untimely? The mission had never 
been attacked before, and did such excellent work for 
the sick of that most needy city, Chew-whang, that 
even the most fanatical of anti-Christians must have 
been grateful and had a good will toward the hos- 

ital. 
Hon of the English power, if not under the cover of 
the English flag, and would any one dare to insult 
the majesty of Great Britain by doing to death her 
unoffending .citizens? As for the rumors, they were 
only the offspring of a troubled time, the flying dust 
stirred up by the wild movements of the insurrection, 
or they were the reckless invention of an unscrupulous 
and low-class press, which was willing to make money 
out of tortured minds and broken hearts. He was 
absolutely certain that the mission and all within the 
walls were as safe as St. Jude’s Church ‘and its con- 
gregation, and he was personally looking for a letter 
from Agnes, giving them picturesque accounts of the 
riot and their escape, and all-the wonderful things she 
had seen, and all.the service:she had rendered to sick 
and wounded -men. ~ Carmichael.even allowed his 
fancy to play round the event, and imagined the mis- 
sion.. protected from the.mob. by devoted Chinamen, 
who were grateful for past help, ana said they would 


rather die than allow a-hair-of thetnlenioriries heads ~ 


to be: touched, 
Pd 

One afternoon, as‘ he paced his study and gave 
the reins to his Celtic enthusiasm, he already be- 
held in vision the people of Chew-whang, touched 
to the heart by the courage and charity of the mis- 
sion, coming into the Christian Church by the thou- 
sand together. In all this a large share of the glory 
was assigned to the young woman who had suddenly 
broken the even tenor of her life and devoted herself 
to the high enterprise.of the Church in the regions 
beyond, and was the only representative of St. Jude’ s 
in the foreign field. The minister used to complete 
his romance by bringing Agnes home for furlough 
after the trying experiences of the rebellion, and 
arranging a welcome meeting at St. Jude’s which was 
to exceed anything ever known in the history of. that 
distinguished church for the magnificence of the 
attendance and the wildness of the enthusiasm. And 
then Agnes would by-aud-by return to China with a 
band of young women who had caught the infection 
of her spirit and given the last pledge of devotion to 
the Cross of Christ. It would be an epoch in missions. 

As the mists roll off the mountainside, so were Car- 
michael’s day-dreams dispelled, and he had been 
forced to face the facts. Long ago it had been placed 
bevond doubt that the lonely mission premises had 
been satked by the Rebels, and the helpless little band 
of missionaries, men and women, put to death. 
They had held a memorial service at St. Jude's, and 
had returned thanks for the triumphant death of the 
martyrs with such a lift of heart that some of the sect 
of the Pharisees, such as Simeon MacQuittrick, had 
declared that it was little better than praying for the 
dead ; and Carmichael had so magnified the ruby 
crown of martrydom that, although no one present 
offered there and then to go out to China, several 
men who were trying to do good work in their own 
city did it more bravely for years to come. The con- 
gregation commemorated her death by a painted win- 
dow, so ‘that every worshiper in St. Jude’s, when he 
lifted his eyes toward the pulpit, could see her gentle 
and spiritual face as she walked in white, following 
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Were: not the missionaries under the protec. 


her Lord, in the higher ministry ; and Mr. Murchieson, 
who had a little earlier cbtained salvation through the 
service, of little children, recanted all his prejudices 
against foreign missions and erected at his own cost a 
hospital to the glory of God and the memory of Agnes 


Durham in the city of Chew-whang, while a new 


standard of unselfishness and heroism was uncon- 
sciously set to the body of the people. Her years 
were not many and her work was not long, and it 
seemed a tragedy that a young life full of promise 
should have been so cruelly closed. But every life 
must be judged by the long result, and one who dies 
at twenty-five may have wrought greater works than 
one who has lived to threescore years and ten. 
There was another expression upon the faces of her 
father and mother, and a new flavor of unworldliness 
in their lives ; one of. her brothers entered the min- 
istry, and another has given richly of. his time and 
substance to social work. One sister is a missionary’s 
wife in Africa, and another is the head of a settlement 
in London, and all these things have come to pass 
because she loved not her life unto the death, but 
laid it down for His ‘dear sake and for suffering 
women. 

The letter from the English consul containing the 
imformation he collected when he returned’ to the 
city lies upon Carmichael’s desk, and he is reading 
again certain sentences which are engraved, not on 
his memory, but on his heart to this day. 

# 

‘The mission. staff, according to the testimony of 
reliable witnesses, behaved with remarkable, heroism, 
and shewed a spirit of self-abnegation which is beyond 
words... . As soon as the danger was realized they 
had removed the children from the school and as 
many of the sick as could leave their beds to a. place 
of ‘safety in the country. ... The doctor and two 
nurses remained? with the patients, mostly women 
who could not be moved. When the rioters forced 
the gates of the mission the three missionaries pre- 
sented themselves in order to divert attention from 
the hospital ward, where the sick were lying... . 
They were offered the choice of denying their relig- 
ion and blaspheming the name of Jesus, or instant 
death. According to the account which was corrobo- 
rated by certain of the Rebels themselves, they began 
to sing, ‘Jesus, Master, whose I am,’ and they had 
not finished the first verse before they were all be- 
headed. .. . One of the ladies, who has been iden- 
tified as Miss Durham, was heard to cry ‘ Lord Jesus’ 
with an exceedingly sweet voice, and one looking on 
described her face as that of a bride on her marriage- 
day. ... Those details I have collected from trust- 
worthy sources, and have sent home, because they 
may be of comfort to the friends of those who fell, 
and they bear testimony to the unshaken courage and 
remarkable devotion of the missionaries. ... It is 
satisfactory to add that the Rebels were satisfied with 
the murder of the staff, and did not seek for the 
patients, so that the doctor and the two nurses ac- 
complished -their end, and saved the life of those 
committed to their charge.”’ 

‘*Her Marriage Day’’—and, as he read those 
words again, the scene of martyr romance, with the” 
little Christian citadel, rich in Christ's treasure of the 
sick, and the brave garrison of Christ's three servants, 
and. the raging, merciless brutal enemy, and the last 
song to the honor of Jesus before his soldiers sealed 
their testimony with their blood, and the figure of 
their own martyr waiting for the Bridegroom, faded in 
its spiritual and dazzling glory from before Carmichael’ s 
mind, and he recalled another scene which now 
would be. its companion. as in years to come he 
thought of Agnes Durham. From the beginning of 
his ministry at St. Jude’s he had known and respected 
her,.and had seen more of her than almost any other 
of. the young women+who worked in the church. 
Ee had come to regard her as a model of Christian 
character and unselfish service, and indeed he was 
accustomed to mention her to his wife as an instance 
of sinless perfection, which had never been a fault with 
Kate Carmichael, and even in lighter.:moments to hint 
that if it had been the will of an inscrutable Provi- 
dence to have given him Agnes Durham for .a help- 
meet, there is no saying to what heights of usefulness 
and sanctity he might have risen. 
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Kate admired Agnes as much as her husband, and 
was not at all moved by those speculative rearrange- 
ments for she used to point out that Carmichael, being a 
men of varied tastes and wayward impulses, and being as 
yet only in the early processes of sanctification, would 
have been sick and tired of Agnes Durham in a month, 
Carmichael was ready to admit the force of this re- 
mark, for he admired Agnes as a saint rather than as 
a woman, and it is the women and not the saints who 
are more perfectly suited for married life. Noone had 
ever called her beautiful, or even said she was pretty. 
People used to say, as they generally do in such cases, 
that she had a sweet expression, and there were cer- 
tainly moments when the soul within lent an engag- 
ing comeliness to the face. It would have been a 
satire to describe her as clever or brilliant, and she 
herself would have smiled at the idea ; for if the truth 
be told, Agnes was slow of mind and even puzzle- 
headed, so that she had difficulty in getting hold of 
things, and she was as absolutely destitute of humor 
as the table. There was nothing distinguished about 
her except that she had a neat figure and good man- 
ners, white teeth, and a pleasant smile, and, it should 
be added, brown eyes of dog-like faithfulness. 


# 


What does it matter now that she seemed common- 
place, and that she was uninteresting to bright people, 
so that she had tallen into the habit of silence in 
company, and had grown afraid of those wonderful 
folk who never open their mouths without dropping an 
epigram, and never refer to the weather without orig- 
inality. One may even grant that she had the defects 
of her excellent qualities—that she was a trifle de- 
mureand prudish, that she was apt to treat young men as 
if they were ever on the verge of a proposal, and that 
her rules of propriety approached absurdity. Car- 
michael had once been angry with her when at a 
guild meeting in St. Jude's he had introduced two 
country lads—recent arrivals—and left them with her 
as in good company, to find on his return one of them 
sitting looking east, and the other looking west, 
while Agnes Durham in the center looked north, 
and all three were bound and held in unbroken and 
awful silence. There are old maids by force of cir- 
cumstances, and there are those who, as Mrs. Gamp 
would say, that close observer of life and profound 
philosopher, ‘‘are born sich,’’ and Agnes Durham 
every one would have agreed was ‘‘born sich.’’ 
There are things you can believe may happen, and 
things which you cannot believe, and only the most 
riotous and topsy-turvey mind could imagine any one 
making love or proposing to Agnes Durham, or Agnes 
being married and the mother of a family. She had 
a distaste for men unless they were cripples who re- 
quired to benursed, or elderly gentlemen with white 
hair, who said, ‘‘Eh! what my dear, eh!'’ With 
male persons of this harmless character she allowed 
herself freedom of speech, and might even have ex- 
changed a mild jest ; toward young and able-bodied 
men she maintained a cold and dignified reserve, and 
they escaped from her presence as from the chilling 
temperature of a mausoleum. 

Carmichael held that the religous calling of women 
was not confined to the Roman Church, but that there 
were also Protestant nuns, and to all appearance this 
was the nature and lot of Agnes Durham. She would 
wait upon her father and mother with the utmost do- 
cility and devotion till they died ; she would then 
keep house for a bachelor brother, and serve him 
hand and foot till, in some mad moment, which 
Agnes could never account for, he married some 
perfectly unsuitable person ; she would then go and 
take care of some frail and bad-tempered distant rela- 
tive till a merciful providence removed her, and then she 
would join with another maiden lady of corresponding 
history and tastes, and they would set up house to- 
gether with a prim servant of very uncertain age, a 
pug, and a parrot. The two excellent women would 
spend their whole time in visiting the poor, distribut- 
ing tracts, collecting for charities, sewing for Dorcas 
societies, attending missionary meetings, and doing 
the inglorious work on committees. This Car- 
michael would have said five years ago would have been 
her program, and through it all she would have been 
aiways modest, gracious, good-natured, charitable, and 
maddeningly correct and conscientious. 

We have all got complete character portraits of 
people we know upon the walls of our mind, and are 
not averse to taking friends around and letting them 
see this and that person. One day we get a great sur- 
prise, for we find that after all we knew only the face, 
and did not even guess the heart, and that the person 
whom, as we thought, we could read as a book was 
something very different and unexpected. 


(To be concluded.) 
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What the Minister May Learn 
in Sunday-school 
By Pastor Charles Wagner 


MINISTER, to be capable of doing useful work 
in a Sunday-school, must above all start with the 
conviction that child-listeners are as important 

as grown-up people. It is not to be endured that min- 
isters should lack interest in the children and leave 
them in the hands of subordinates. If the minister's 
burdens prevent him from being present at all the Sun- 
day-school meetings, let him come at least frequently, 
and keep in touch with what is going on. The Sunday- 
school is a place where the minister may learn innu- 
merable things. In the first place, he there becomes 
acquainted with a sincere audience. Audiences of 
grown-up people, however strict may be their inten- 
tions, have certain conventional views. Politeness 
keeps them from stirring, from yawning, from playing 
with their books, hats, and caps, if they are not inter- 
ested in what is said. It is not so with children, If 
you interest them, it is very plainly manifested : they 
show their satisfaction. Their faces are there to bear 
witness. If they are bored by your talk, some of 
them yawn, others try to find distraction by watchin,: 
the flight of flies. Some even go to sleep without 
mincing matters. After that, if you ask yourself what 
was the cause of your audience's lack of attention you 
can explain it very bluntly in these words : ‘‘I was 
the cause.'’ You did not succeed in interesting them. 
You made an unfortunate choice of a subject, or you 
did not get out of it what you should have. The in- 
attention of children is a severe lesson, 

The minister in a Sunday-school represents certain 
theological and historic ideas without which it is diffi- 
cult to get a full comprehension of the sense of the 
Scriptures. But these ideas will be useful to him just 
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as knowledge of the human body is useful to a physi- 


; cian, or knowledge of the rules of harmony is useful 


toa musician. They must keep in the background. 


To bring theology into the Sunday-school would be ° 


like bringing anatomy to the sick-bed, or musical 
theories when it is the hour to sing hymns. The 
more the minister finds himself in advance with the 
biblical studies of his time, the less he will make 
direct use of them in the Sunday-school. His knowl- 
edge will merely prevent him from committing great 
blunders. 

The minister learns something more in Sunday- 
school : that is, to speak simply. The pulpit, adult 
audiences, are often a temptation to ornament a dis- 
course, to indulge in eloquence. For in proportion 
as a man grows, he loses what is serious in him, and 
finds himself a slave to certain superficialities. Only 
children are truly serious and positive. In their pres- 
ence, sound cannot take the place of sense. They 
require what is simple and substantial. The best 
method of speaking to a great assembly of cultivated 
persons, or the contrary, would certainly be that 
which succeeded best in the Sunday-school. One 
must present very clear ideas, positive facts, strong 
and genuine sentiments clothed in sober words, the 
whole art of which should consist in being a simple 
and transparent dress for thought. 

The Sunday-school again is for the minister a place 
where he can influence parents by the agency of the 
children. If he has the skill to touch the little ones 
they will be his agents with the parents. Messengers of 
grace, they will bear the good tidings into their homes. 
They will fly like doves from the Ark to dwellings 
where pain, grief, and perhaps even affliction, pre- 
vail. They will carry a ray of faith to places where 
doubt reigns. And if, as it often happens, parents 
take part in Sunday-schools, they, while listening 
to what is said to their little ones, will frequently 








The Chairman of the Lesson Committee 


An Appreciation of the late John Potts, D.D. 


By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 





te cause of the world’s perennial interest in the 
Bible is that it consists so largely of biography. 
It has to do with human life. It characterizes 
men with a sentence, sometimes with a word, as: 
Enoch walked with God. Noah was a righteous man 
and blameless in his generation. And, Barnabas was 
a good man and full of the Holy Ghost, etc. Shakes- 
peare may say we write men’s virtues in water, and 
the good men do is oft interred with their bones ; but 
the higher literature of the Christian Scriptures says 
the memory of the Just is blessed, and the righteous 
shall be had in everlasting remembrance. We are 
glad to contribute something to the everlasting re- 
membrance of such a man as John Potts. 

He was one of the many gifts of Ireland to America, 
coming in 1855 when he was seventeen years old. 
Born in the north of Ireland, he inherited or imbibed 
the physical, mental, and spiritual characteristics of 
his time and people. Born in Fermanagh County, 
like most of the people he was tall, large, and well- 
formed. He had a voice of real gentleness and 
pathos, but of sufficient volume to easily fill the 
largest churches and _ halls. 

Owing to the time-limit prevalent in most Metho- 
dist bodies, he was frequently called upon to change 
churches, but he was uniformly kept in those able to 
accommodate congregations of about two thousand. 
Returning to one of his former churches after a term 
of absence, he was always received with real affec- 
tion and enthusiasm. For some years he almost 
seemed to vibrate like a pendulum between Toronto 
and Montreal. His congregations all grew to the 
limit of the house. 

Spending his early years in the middle north of 
Ireland, he was naturally a Protestant in religion and 
an Orangeman in politics. He always felt that Eng- 
lund owed the most of her greatness to November 5, 
1688, when William III landed at Torbay and caused 
the Romanizing James to flee to France forty-seven 
days later, How earnestly he wished that Ireland 
might have welcomed the same great benefit! When 
the Sunday School Convention came to Denver and 
the Lesson Comuinittee met at our house, he and two 
other subjects of the English crown entered under the 
cross of St. George and the Stars and Stripes. He 
feelingly said that it gave him more pleasure to enter 
under the two flags combined than under his own alone. 


His style of speech was of singular simplicity and 
directness, seldom attempting what would be called 
lofty eloquence, never the magniloquent or grandiose. 
The subject matter of his discourse was easily under- 
stood and remembered. 

His advance to the chief churches of Canada was 
very rapid. In ten years he passed from mercantile 
lire at Hamilton through his studies to some of the 
most important pulpits of his church. For the past 
twenty-one years. he has devoted his rare abilities to 
the work of secretary of the Board of Education, 
though it would be hard to conceive of any interest 
among the many that the church represents that he 
was not officially connected with. 

But his relation to Sunday-school work most inter- 
ests us at present, When he was put on the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lesson Committee, all felt at 
once that with his broad catholic views and his in- 
tense religious nature he was a distinct addition to 
that important committee. In the earlier times there 
had been those who objected to any distinct recogni- 
tion in the Sunday-school lessons of the so-called holy 
days of the Church of England. Nothing of the kind 
was ever found in him. He was always glad to rec- 
ognize and appropriate anything good and helpful 
wherever found. He was elected chairman of the 
committee without a dissenting- voice. 

He recognized the great responsibility of the com- 
mittee in selecting lessons for twenty million students. 
This was evident in his general demeanor, but espe- 
cially in his prayers. 

His knowledge of the vital parts of the Scripture 
was a constant aid in our deliberations. In that diffi- 
cult matter of selecting the Golden Texts that should 
be the expressive soul of the lesson ‘he was peculiarly 
happy. 

Large-hearted brother, urbane and cosmopolitan, 
farewell till in some fairer clime we say good morning ! 


** O, call him not back to earth’s weariness now, 
For glories immortal encircle his brow. 
From glory to glory forever ascending 
His soul to the soul of the infinite tending 
Great luminous truths on his being shall dawn. 
With no doubt to distract him or stay his endeavor 
He shali bless in his progress forever and ever 
The day when his soul to that kingdom was born,.”’ 


Denver, COL. 
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be themselves touched in a deeper way than if you 
should address them directly. 

Constantly, when speaking to children and bring- 
ing to the level of their intelligence the great truths of 
life and the teachings of the gospel, I have found 
myself discovering new aspects, and as I looked at 
the faces of the little ones, especially of the poor, I 
have experienced emotions that are divine premoni- 
tions. The innocent faces of the children of the peo- 
ple personify so many questions, they are such a 
keen, such a stern, such a persuasive message for a 
man of sensitive nature, they make you think so 
deeply of what is and what may be, of what moun- 
tains human society has to cross, of what sins to 
atone, of what the gentle Master commanded, of what 
the Father expects of us, that it becomes us to seek 
an occasion like this to be evangelized by the witness 
of the children (Psa. 8 :.2). .And I should feel myself 
compelled to say to all ministers who have never had 
this experience: ‘‘ Brother, take care, you have a 
God who no longer speaks to you.”’ 

Paris, FRANCE. 
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Trusting Father 
By the Rev. Robert Watson 


N EXCHANGE one Sunday with a neighbor minis- 
ter who had a country charge, our oldest boy, then 
four years old, went with me and was permitted to 

goto church in the evening. He sat alone on the front 
seat under the pulpit, where I could not see him dur- 
ing the service. He had been trained to sit in church 
alone, so there was no anxiety although, here, he was 
unseen. But in the middle of my sermon he appeared 
on my right hand climbing up the steps. Every eye 
was fastened on him, and my brain tried to continue 
the sermon while seeking to solve the puzzle. What 
could be wrong with the boy? He looked perfectly 
comfortable, and on reaching the platform matched 
over to me, turned his back, raised his hand to his 
neck, and said : ‘‘ Father, please fix my collar.’’ The 
audience burst into laughter, and immediately he 
looked into my face with grave questioning, but, with 
great effort, my face was normal and reassuring. The 
collar ‘*fixed’’ he descended ‘to ‘his seat, ‘not. to’ be! 
seen or heard again during the service, in perfect un- 
consciousness of anything ridiculous, for he had 
needed help and his confidence was unquestioning in 
‘* father.’’ 

How insurmountable would have been the difficul- 
ties to a lower faith. ‘* He had never done it before,’’ 
‘«the sermon would be interrupted, perhaps spoiled,’’ 
‘«father would be angry,’’ ‘‘the people would laugh 
and exclaim, ‘ how ridiculous.’’’ Is it ever extreme, 
or inopportune, or ridiculous, to trust our Father in 
heaven? ‘‘Except ye turn, and become as little 
children, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom 
of heaven.”’ 

Mr. AuBuRN, CINCINNATI, O. 


ae 
Self-Denial that Costs 


By R. C. Wooster 


OME years ago, a man named Peacock was em- 
ployed in a furniture factory on the outskirts of 
Atlanta, Georgia. Those were trying times in 

the affairs of what is now known as the Great Baptist 
Tabernacle of which the Rev. Len G. Broughton is 
pastor. Mr. Peacock lived three miles from his place of 
employment, and traveled with a little horse and two- 
wheeled gig. He had subscribed twenty-five dollars 
towards the necessary expenses of the founding of the 
new church, but, owing to circumstances over which 
he had no control, he could not meet his assessments. 

One day worse came to worst, and the pony and go- 
cart were both sold : the promise to pay the church 
was fulfilled, and Mr. Peacock walked wearily to and 
from his labors. Two years later, Mr. Peacock, who 
had long been a member of the church, was found to 
have unusual talent for work in the Master's Vine- 
yard. He served as director, and then as City Mis- 
sionary in Atlanta ; he is a mighty power for good in 
Georgia. 

Only after a long time did the facts about that pony 
come to light. Mr. Peacock’s fortitude and modesty 
had forbidden his telling any one, and noone else 
had known that he sold his gig to help pay his church 
debt. The ladies of the Tabernacle, when they heard 
the true inwardness of the case, forthwith presented 
Mr. Peacock with a real horse, and a fine, rubber- 
tired, top-carriage. The entire outfit has been dedi- 
cated to Christ's service with much ceremony. 

ATLANTA, GA. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


S THE success of an undertaking ever a matter 
of doubt ? Or if it is, ought it ever tobe? Most 
persons would answer ‘“‘ yes.” to the first ques- 

tion ; and as for the second, most persons would sa 

that whether it ought to be or not, it is, and that’s all 
you can know about it: success is never assured 
until an undertaking is completed. Let your class 
spend a few minutes discussing these two questions, 
to begin with, and see toit that success in the present- 


day, practical affairs of twentieth century life is con- © 


sidered, rather than Bible times success. 

To gét any real understanding of the Gideon 
affair, you must use the entire story, in chapters 6, 
7,8 of Judges. Read and reread it in preparation, 
until the events in their sequence are fully in mind : 
Israel's sin, Midian allowed to conquer because of 


that sin, Israel's cry for relief, the prophet’s accusing - 


answer, God's willingness to forgive and his selection 
and commission of Gideon (why ?), Gideon's lack of 
self-confidence, his asking for a sign, and reverential 
sacrifice, God's acceptance of the sacrifice and giving 
of a sign, the first move a cutting out of the idolatry 
cancer-spot (a perilous thing to do), mob vengeance 
on Gideon balked .by his father’s shrewd, Gamaliel- 
like answer, more signs for Gideon’s reassurance, 
then the testing of the men and the campaign begun. 
Use these dramatic, vivid incidents in leading your 
class into the lesson narrative itself. 

Now make plain the facts as to the two opposing 
forces by using the information in Professor Beecher's 
second paragraph. Then show the overwhelming 
difference in the numerical strength of the two armies 


by the striking method given in Mr. Pierson’s first ° 


paragraph. And then, while the class is realizing 
for the first time, perhaps, the insuperable odds 
against Gideon, from évery human standpoint, turn 
abruptly to the experiment of the two rings and the 
acid-test, as. described in Mr. Foster’s third para- 
graph;and ‘‘ Note,” _ Gideon's little band was twice 
acid-tested,—how ? What did that final test show 
concefning the two kinds of men? (Dunning, 5.) 

After the panicky condition of the enemy has been 
brought out (Beechér, vs. 11+14 ; ‘Gordon, 4; ' Ridg- 
way, 4), and Gideon has had his final -reassuranée; 
the attack is made with a ‘splendid strategy.” of 
which Dr. Dunning shows the reason and effective- 
ness (last. paragraph), the rout is complete, . the 
victory helped on by the enemy's own terror-stricken 
blundering, and the success for. whick Gideon had 
hoped and prayed is complete. 

How was this remarkable success achieved:? Our 
reply will answer our opening questions, Success 
came by complying with fixed conditions,—implicit 
obedience to God, and the use of every available re- 
source. And notice that the success was assured 
from the very outset (6: 16; 7: 15)-so faras God was 
concerned ; it only remained for Gideon to get into 
line with God's plans. 

If we believe the Bible, God does not want his 
children to be in any doubt as to the success of every- 
thing they, with him, do. ‘There is no such word as 
uncertainty with him, nor with those who are with 
him. He prescribes fixed conditions of victory: he 
gives, from the start, absolute assurance of victory. 


But, as Mr. Gordon reminds us, the victory does not, 


come until after the fighting is done. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 


We cannot sin and succeed; we cannot obey wholly 
and fail. 

The ravaging destructiveness of a host of Arabs and 
camels (Howie). 


A striking object-lesson contrast between the forces of 


Christianity and heathendom (Pierson). . i 
Only three per cent were dependable men. (Ridgway, 
last). 
If you’re not heroic now, you never. will be- (IHustra- 
tions, last). 


Home Work for the Pupils on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. Of whom must we give account to God ? 

2. Compare verse 13 with the words of Christ in Mat- 
thew 18 : 6. 

3. What strong reason is stated, in yerse 15, for regard- 
ing our brother ? 

4. What is said of the Kingdom of God ? 

5. How may we please both God and -men ? 

6. Which is the better question to ask ourselves: ‘Is 
there any harm in it?”’ or, ‘‘ Is there any good in it.?”? 

7. How may we know what is sinful ? (v. 23.) 

8. Repeat Paul’s temperance teaching given in verse 21. 


———_ 


Judges 7 : 9-23. 








LESSON 7. NOVEMBER 17. GIDEON AND HIS THREE HUNDRED 


(Read Judges 6-8.) Memory verses: 17, 18 
Golden Text: Ye shall not fear them; for Jehovah your God, he it is that fighteth for you.—Deut. 3 : 22 


The Lesson Text 


9 And it came to pass the.same night, that Jehovah said 
unto him, Arise, get thee down !into the camp; for I have 
delivered it into thy hand. 10 But if thou fear to go down, go 
thou with Purah thy servant down to the camp: 11 and thou 
shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall thy hands be 
strengthened to go down !into the camp. ‘Then went he down 
with Purah his servant unto the outermost part of the armed 
men that were in the camp. 12 And the Midianites and the 
Amalekites and all the children of the east lay along in the 
valley like locusts for multitude ; and their camels were without 





number.. as the sand which is upon the sea-shore for multi- . 


tude. 13 And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a 
man telling a dream unto his fellow; and he said, Behold, 
I dreamed a dream ; and, lo, a cake of barley bread tumbled 
into the camp of Midian, and came into the tent, and smote 
it so that it fell, and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay 
flat. 14 And his fellow answered and said, ‘his is nothing 
else save the sword: of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of 
ae : into his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the 
ost. 

15 And it was so, when Gidecn heard the telling of the 
dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped ; 
and he returned into the camp of Israel, and said, Arise ; for 
jehovah hath delivered into your hand the host of idian. 
16 And he divided the three hundred men into three com- 
panies, and he put into the hands of all of them trumpets, 
and empty pitchers, with torches within the pitchers. 17 And 
he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise : and, be- 
hold, when I come to the outermost part of the camp, it shall 
be that, as I do, so shall ye do. 18 When { blow the trumpet, 
| and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on 
every side of all the camp, and say, For Jehovah and for 
Gideon. 

19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, 
came. unto the outermost part of the camp in the beginning of 
the middle watch, when they had but newly set the watch: 
and they blew the trumpets, and brake in pieces the pitchers 
that were in their hands. 20 And the three companies blew 
the trumpets, and brake: the pitchers, and held the torches in 
their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands where- 
with to blow; and they cried, ?‘The sword of Jehovah and 
of Gideon. 21 And they stood every man in his place round 
about the camp ; and all the host ran ; and they shouted, and 
Sput ‘hem to flight. 22 And they. blew the three hundred 
trumpets, and Jehovah set every man’s sword against his fel- 
low, ‘and against all the host; and the host fled as far as 
Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the *botder of Abel- 
meholah, by Tabbath. 23 And the men of Israel were gath- 
ered together out of Naphtali, and out of. Asher, and out of 
all Manasseh, and-pursued after Midian. 

1 Or, against 2-Or,a'sword for &c. *% Another reading is, fled. 
4 Heb. Zi. i Pea 

PRONUNCIATION,—Purah, PO’rah ; Midian, MId’i-an ; Gideon, Gid’- 
e-on ; Beéeth-shittah, Béth-shit’tah ; Zererah, Zér’e-reh ; Abel-nieholah, 


- A-bel-me-hé‘lah ; ‘Tabbath, Tab’bath; Naphtali, Naf’ta-li ; Manas- 


seh, Ma-nas’seh. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


According to the King James Version : 


V. 9, And it came to pass... the Lorn... Arise . . . unto the host 
... thine hand; v. 10, go thou with Phurah ... the host; v. 11, and 
thou shalt héar .. . thine hands. : . unto the host... with Phurah... 
outside... weve in the host ; v. 12, like grasshoppers .. . camels were 

. as the sand by the sea side; v. 13, thére was a man that told. 


and said. ..adream :.. the host of Midian, and came unto a tent, and . 


smote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent lay along; v. 14, 
This zs nothing..’. .for-into his hand hath God; v. 15, And it was so 
... that he worshipped, and returned into the host . . . fur the Lorp ; 
v. 16, And he divided . . . zwto three companies, and he put a trumpet 
in every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within; v. 17, 
when | come to the outside of the «amp, it shall be ¢#a¢; v. 18, when 
I blow with a-trumpet, | and all that ave...and say, /he sword of 
the Lorn, and of Gideon ; v.19, the hundred men that were. . . came 
unto the outside of the camp... watch; and they had but newly set 

. and brake the pitchers that were in their hands; v. 20, and held 
the lamps .. . and the trumpets in their right hands to blow wéthal: 
and they cried, The sword of the Lorn ; v. 21, round about the camp: 
and all the host ran, and cried, and fled ; v. 22, And the three hundred 
blew the-trumpets, and the Lorp.. . even throughout the host: and 
the host fled to. ... in Zererath, and to the border . . . unto Tabbath; 
v. 23, Israel gathered themselves . . . and pursued after the Midianites, 
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Teaching Nuggets 
By Henry F. Cope 
Fear ts only forgetting God. 
Evéry leader must be a learner. 
Truth often waits for our team-work. 
The only way to do His work ts with him. 
The man who can follow God shall lead men, 


There is:always room jor earthly wisdom in 
heavenly service. 


No work is too great. for him who ts conscious of 


his great co-worker. 


No man can share his work with God who gives 
only a-share of himself. 


No true soldier.of heaven can view sin without 
desire-to hasten against it. 


God does not require us to dismiss our heads 
when he becomes our helper. : 


No man ts ready for any great work until he has 
learned to interpret things in terms of the infinite. 








Difficult Points Explained 


By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


IME.—My computation places this lesson between 
B.C. 1332 and 1299, but on this point there is 
no consensus of opinion. 

Persons.— First, the Midianites and other Bed’ween 
(Jud. 6:3, 7: 12). They came from the deserts far 
east. In advance a strong armed force, with many 
camels, had already crossed the Jordan. Following 
were innumerable swarms, with their households 
and camels and flocks and herds (Jud. 6: 5), covering 
the whole region as they worked their way westward. 
Second, Gideon and the Israelites: the 300 with the 
lamps and pitchers; 22,000 men of Manasseh and 
Asher and Zebulun and Naphtali, awaiting events in 
Gilead (Jud. 6 : 35, 7: 23, 3); 10,000 others advantage- 
ously posted in some ‘‘ place” nearer at hand (Jud. 7: 
7-8); the warriors of Ephraim on the alert at their 
homes (Jud. 7: 24ff); doubtless the eastern tribes 
joining the pursuit later. When once the advance 
force of the Midianites had been thrown into a panic, 
these other Israelites were ready to join in the attack 
and the pursuit, and the Bed’ween who were swarm- 
ing in trom the east became an easy prey. 
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Place.—A few miles west from the Jordan, in the 
valley of Esdraelon. But trace out on the map all 
the routes and localities mentioned in the narrative. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verses 9-11a.—Gel thee down: Make the attack. 
—lf thou fear: It,was characteristic of Gideon to be 
cautious.--Go thou with Purah: To reconnoiter.— 
Thou shalt hear what they say: Jehovah purposes 
to reassure Gideon by showing him that the enemy 
are as afraid as he. : 

Verses 11 b-14.—T7he outermost part: They got so 
near that they could hear the men talking.—/sse 
locusts ...as the sand, etc.: They were very numer- 
ous, but they probably included only a minority of 
the 120,000 and more who are said to have been slain 
(Jud. 8: 10), for the Midianites had to be where their 
cattle could subsist.— Nothing else save the sword of 
Gideon: He learns that Jehovah has providentially 
filled their minds with rumors and apprehensions. 
They are badly scared, and quite ready to become 
panic-stricken as he plans that they snall. 

Verses 15-18.—Emply pitchers: Jars deep enough 
to hold and conceal the torches. 

Verses 19-20.—7hey had but newly set the watch: 
The 300 were picked men, who could get close to the 
camp in the darkness, even when the sentinels were 
still wide awake. 

Verses 21-22.—A// the host ran... Jehovah set 
every man's sword against his fellow : They rushed 
in a mad stampede down the valley, mistaking one 
another for enemies, and slaughtering one another. 
—Beth-shittah, etc.: The places mentioned were in 
the Jordan valley. From that valley the fleeing 
Midianites would attempt all the possible eastern 
routes. Gideon pursued some of them through Suc- 
coth (Jud. 8:5). The Ephraimites intercepted others 
farther duwn, at Beth-barah (Jud. 7 : 24). 

Verse 23.— Vere gathered together out of Napa- 
tali, etc.: There was no time to send messengers and 
rouse these men from their homes. It must be that 
they are the 'men whom Gideon had sent from him 
(see ‘* Persons” above) not to their homes, but to 
points where they would be ready to co-operate in 
case the plan for stampeding the enemy proved a 
success. 

AvuBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Mighty Through God 


By S. D. Gordon 


HESE two books, Joshua and Judges, stand side 
by side in sharpest contrast. The key-word of 
Joshua is victory; of Judges defeat. fn Joshua 

aman is on the mountain-top, with a keen, bracing 
nip in the air, the sun shining, and a far ge | 
view ; in Judges, down in the valley depths, wit 
malarial poison loading the air, and depressing both 
body and spirit, the sky heavily overcast, and the 
road blocked by the thick fog. The two books are 
strikingly like two sorts of men mingling side by side 
in life and church to-day. 

The dominant note of each book is in the other, 
too, just as with men. No man can touch another 
without putting some of his own coloring upon the 
other, and receiving some from the other, even 
though they are not thinking of it that way. There 
are inky tracings of the defeat of Judges ahead in 
Joshua ; and the bright light of the Joshua victories 
shines clear through Judges. Indeed, Judges itself 
gives in a smaller way the same contrast between 
bright light and dark shadowings, but with the 
shadows getting ever darker, and finally overcoming 
the light. It is a story throughout of man’s faith- 
lessness and God’s faithfulness. They are stubborn 
in forgetting God and their covenant with him ; and 
he is so patient in bearing and pleading with them, 
and answering their distressed cry for help. 

God's use of unusual means to bring victory stands 
out big in this book. Here.is left-handed Ehud 
using that peculiarity to down the country’s op- 
gcd ; and farmer Shamgar turned soldier with a 

omely ox-goad for sword. Men grew so scarce that 
a woman, Deborah, had to step into the place of lead- 
ership, though that does seem to have occurred a few 
times since. A tent-peg driven by a hammer in a 
woman’s hands under circumstances requiring great 
steadiness of nerve makes that victory more com- 
plete. In to-day’s story three hundred undisciplined 
men, fresh from the farm, with some crockery and 
smoky torches utterly rout the armies of three na- 
tions. A millstone shoved off a city wall by a woman, 
and as contemptible a weapon as a donkey's jawbone, 
complete the strange list of unlikely and unusual 
things named. It is not that God wants weak things 
nor odd things. He calls for the choicest, and he 
needs the best... But in his hands the homeliest, 
weakest thing becomes mightier than our mightiest 
without his power. 

The defeat of the enemy was assured before the 
conflict actually took place. Fear is the beginning 
of defeat. As quickly as Gideon heard the night 
talk between the two common soldiers he felt that he 
knew the feeling that prevailed in the rank and file 
of the huge allied armies. An army weakened by 
fear would not be a hard one to defeat. The fear 
that weakened them removed the last bit of fear from 
Gideon. God had evidently been at work in the 
enemy’s camp. His name steod first in the battle 
cry, and he had been first in dealing defeat out to the 
foe. What a planner Godis! He calls and trains 
Gideon the leader. He puts it into the hearts of the 
people to rally devotedly to Gideon’s leadership. He 
puts the dread of Gideon and of defeat at his hands 
into the hearts of, this great army, and then guides 
Gideon to where the fellow would tell his dream and 
his companion interpret it. The one controlling 
power in all this conflict and victory was God. The 
one word spelled out biggest in this old Bible, and 
this old world, is God. The other spelling for it is 
l-o-v-e. God is watching and planning and provid- 
ing for the whole life, and for every conflict and diffi- 
culty and detail. The victory is assured before the 
fighting is begun. Yet it does not come till the fight- 
ing is done. he more of God there is, the swifter 
and surer the victory. 

God used ¢he best available stuff there was. Hé 
always does. These men were farmers, not soldiers, 
They had neither skill nor discipline in war. They 
knew nothing of that trained soldier-spirit that can 
stand up against the panic of battle so common 
among unseasoned troops. But they were not poor 
stuff. They were the best there was at hand, and 
not poor at that. Gideon's little band was marked 
by eight distinct traits or qualities, every one of 
which spells out great strength. They were willing- 
hearted ; every man was a volunteer for his country. 
They were courageous ; when brought face to face 
with the terrible odds against them, and with de- 
serters all around then, they still stayed. They may 
have flinched, but their actions didn’t show it (v. 3, 
last clause). They were hot-hearted fellows, so eager 
to get to the fighting that they snatched up what 
water their hands could hold for drinking as they 
hastened on. They were well fed (v. 8); many 
Christian soldiers drop out to-day, or are uselessly 
weak, because of lack of rations. They were organ- 
ized simply but skilfully. Each man was faithful ; 
he stuck to his post when the panic came (21 f.c.). 
They had splendid leadership in Gideon. It nowhere 
comes out more strongly than in the tactful avoiding 
of a jealous family quarrel which threatened to spoil 
the victory (8: +3). And to all this they added the 
great trait of persistence. They could hangon, even 


when all fagged out by the hard night's work (8 : 4). 
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Take them all together they were a splendid lot; the 

very cream of the nation. If every church and school 

had a Gideon's Band, even though the ciphers were 

dropped out, and the number oaly three, with only 

jugs and torches, there would be a fine showing of 
ated heels. 


Manpison, N. J. s 


Oriental Lesson - Lights 
By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


Be’ locusts for multitude, and their camels 
were without number, as the sand which is 

upon the sea-shore for multitude (v. 12). The 
first leaders of Islam in the seventh century discour- 
aged the custom of cumbering the soldiery with the 
care of women, children, cattle, camels, and other 
animals, but in the days of Gideon the custom was in 
fullswing. The Midianites and their allies resembled 
locusts, firstin the vastness of their numbers, includ- 
ing wives and children, etc., and, second, in their 
oqeuy to devour everything. Locusts consume not 
only the green grass and the leaves, but eat up the 
bark of trees. As for the camels, they make a stran- 
ger shudder as they crush and chew the broad and 
thick leaf of the cactus uninjured by the truly pin-like 
thorns which cover it. ‘* What!” Sethatened a friend 
who saw the operation for the first time, ‘‘ have they 
months of steel?” Little wonder, then, that they 
‘*left no sustenance in Israel” (Judg. 6:4). Sixty 
years ago Dr. Thomson wrote: ‘' The Bed’ween 
Arabs come up this valley of Jezreel and destroy 
the increase of the earth, ... and commit wholesale 
murder ; and we have under our very eyes the de- 
scendants of the Midianites committing depredations 


in the very same spot’ where their ancestors wrought- 


destruction. 
SHWEIR, MT. LEBANON, SYRIA. 
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God’s Army 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


AKE a piece of tape five and one-third inches in 
length, and another eighteen and three-quarters 
feet long. These represent the comparative 

sizes of the army of Israel and the hosts of Midian. 
What hope could:Gideon have of overcoming such a 
mighty army? What superior weapons, what saga- 
cious strategy, must he depend upon to prevent his 
own utter annihilation! Now cut off one-half inch of 
the shorter tape. What utter folly to think that this 
fraction of an army could defeat the Midianites if-the 
larger one could not,—and yet this is what God com- 
manded Gideon to do. He told him to reduce his 
army of thirty-two thousand into a company of three 
hundred. Why was it? (Judg. 7: 2.) 

To-day a company of Christians, who may be rep- 
resented by a tape one hundred feet long, are facing 
a host of heathen, represented by one nearly four 
miles in length. Can the small Christian army, 
which represents only the Protestant communicants, 
make any impression on the opposing forces? But 
even this is too large to stand for those who are actu- 
ally engaged in the conflict. Take a tape ome inch 
long to represent the 20,000 missionaries on the battle- 
field to win the world to Christ. What hope is there 
of Christian success? Asin the days ot Gideon, it 
depends not on the size of the army, but on God and 
the faith, courage, and obedience of his soldiers. 
This is proved every day in missionary history. 
When Bishop Thoburn went to India thirty-eight 
years ago,.a certain European said to him: ‘‘ You 
might as well try to make a Christian out of a stone 
pillar as to convert these Hindoos with your handful 
of missionaries.” To-day there are 2,000,000 native 
Christians in India, and among them judges, law- 
yers, physicians, editors, teachers, public officials, 
and prominent business men. The ‘‘ impossible” 
has come to pass, not by might or power of numbers, 
but by the Spirit of God 

The insignificance of mere numbers is also shown 
in the recent revivals in many lands. Where mis- 
sionaries have labored for years with almost no 
results, the Spirit of God has suddenly taken hold of 
them, and thousands of unbelievers have become 
inquirers in a few days. In the Philippine Islands, 
a mountainous district was held by a bandof savages 
who defied the American army. One missionary, 
with faith in God, volunteered to go and teach them 
about Christ. He” went unarmed, and when he re- 
turned a few weeks later, twelve of these savages 
came with him to ask for a permanent pastor, and in 
a few months nearly the whole tribe was studying 
the Bible. Without the use of sword or gun, one 
man has succeeded in doing what all the United 
States forces had failed to accomplish. 

It is true that our missionary work calls for more 
men and more money, but most of all, there is need 
of more faith, more prayer, more courage, and more 
absolute obedience to the will of God. 


Brook.yn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


UDGES is God's record of the bringing up of a 
bad boy. Pretty good to-day, but must be 
Switched to-morrow. A book of the ups and 

downs of the Israelites, which, much like electric 
lights, depended on the condition of the connection 
with the Rower-house. Everybody reads and gets 
interested in the stories of the judges. Gideon, one 
of the most dramatic. Please note that again God 


selects a country boy, son of a r and godless 
. father (Judg. 6 : 15, 25). " 
Lt came to pass the same night (v. 9). The little 


army, like modern high-speed steels, had been re- 
fined down to a quality to do fine quick work in the 
hands of the Master. The instrument has but to do 
the Master’s bidding, and the work is done. All 
successes, men or affairs, turn on prompt action. 
Quick sales the secret of the. modern department 
store. Or else the ‘‘ bargain counter.” Prepare 
carefully, then do it quick. No time like ‘‘ the same 
night” when God is calling. Mow (2 Cor. 6: 2). 
aoe dilly-dally over anything, least of all the soul’s 
welfare. 


The Midianites... lay along in the valley like 
locusts (v.12). They always do. Look down into 
the valley as far as you can see, there they are 
‘layin’ for you.” Do you recognize your deadly 
enemies: Idleness, with his host; Lying, with his, 
and all the rest of the captains. Dishonesty, Intem- 
perance, Blasphemy, Vulgarity, each with his follow- 
ing. ‘They want to bring you to Misery and Poverty, 
as they brought Israel. The fact of the matter is we 
spend our whole worldly existence amid the hosts of 

idian fighting for our spiritual life,—yea, our tem- 
poral life as well. We must keep wide-awake, and 
never get off our knees,—‘‘ lap as the dog lappeth,” 
and belong to Gideon’s band (Eph. 6: 12, 13). 


A man telling a dream,... the sword of Gideon 
(vs. 13, 14). Our dreams rehearse our fears. The 
seeds of panic are always in a crowd, whether sol- 
diers or civilians. God has only to use natural 
means. Great bodies of people easily make fools of 
themselves, man infecting man. Ask your grand- 
father about the mulberry craze and the tulip craze; 
the bicycle craze you know yourself, while the postai- 
card craze is nowon. When opposition confronts, 
always remember the other side is likely to, be having 
troubles of its own, no matter how big and formid-. 
able.. The Anti-Saloon League and the rum-powef, 
for example. The ‘sword ot Gideon” always a 
nightmare to the evil-doer. Have you ever seen a 
water-cracker upset anything? Martin Luther and 
Rome, John Brown and slavery, Neil Dow and the 
rummies of Maine, Zola and French military power 
(Dreyfus) (Psa. 37 : 32-36). 


Trumpets,...empty pitchers, ... torches (v. 16). 
A brass band and a torchlight procession,— yes, 
three of them. What an outfit with which to attack 
an army of 120,000 men! But it did the business all 
right. The man behind the pitcher, and the man 
behind the men behind the pitchers, and God behind 
the man who was behind the men behind the pitchers. 
Never forget this incident. Because all you have with 
which to make your way in life is a voice, an empty 
head, and a little knowledge. Pull'the little knowl- 
edge out of your head and shout is all you can do. 
If God is with you, the world is yours. In same 
three weak-weaponed way we win the world for 
Christ : testimony (trumpet, 1 Cor. 14: 8, 9), self- 
sacrifice (broken earthen vessels, 2 Cor. 4: 6, 7), 
Christian living (lamps, Phil. 2: 15). 


The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon (v.20). Some 
of you have been able: to improve on this old-fash- 
ioned way, haven’t yout y four years’ appren- 
ticeship and the Lord are keeping the machinery in 
order down at the mill My diploma and the Lord 
are running the drugstore.. But with all your modern 
improvements, how are you coming on? Why not 
try the old-fashioned way for a while? The wisdom 
of the Lord and Tom are running things, hence 
there are no failures (Phil. 4 : 13, Rev. Ver.). When 
it is ME and God, ME can make mistakes, but when 
it is GOD and me, there are no mistakes. 


The men of Israel (v. 23). While Gideon and his. 
band are chasing the Midianites out of the land, 
please note that 300 out/of 10,000 gained the victory. 
Only three per cent were dependable men. Does 
any larger proportion of men to-day take things to 
heart? What is the percentage among your teachers, 
Mr. Superintendent? The world wants and pays 
big money for Gideon band men. Of the men at 
work in mill, store or office, how many are interested 
enough to subscribe for and read the trade-paper of 
the business they work in? Arethree percent of the 
boys in town improving odd moments to better them- 
selves ? What per cent of this school will take inter- 
est enough to read the Book of Judges? Are most 
men intent on some sensual thing, or alert and keen 
for opportunity and service? Be a picked man and 
take things to heart, like Paul (Phil. 3 : 13). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


























LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 17 (Judg. 7: 9-23) 


The Illustration Round-Table 


All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this department. 
One dollar is offered for every anecdotal lesson illustration that can 
be used, and two dollars for the best illustration used for each week's 
lesson. 

illustrations are due three months before the date of the lessons. Do 
not contribute without sending for particulars, with lesson calendar, 
which will be sent by the Times, free, on request. 


Letting God Fight for Us—Golden Text.. 

E SHALL not fear them; for Jehoveh, your 
God, he it.is that fi. ghteth for you (Golden 
Text). Away down in the darkness, in the 

heart of the great steamer, the engineer stands. He 
never sees how the vessel moves. He does not know 
where she is going. -It is not his duty to know. It 
is his only to answer every signal to start his engine, 
to quicken or slow its motion, to reverse it, just as he 
is directed by the one whose part it istosee. He 
has nothing to do with the vessel’s course. He sees 
not an ine 
our life in this world amid its tangled affairs. ~ It is 
ours just to do our duty, our Master’s bidding. 
Christ’s hand is on the helm; he sees all the future; 
he pilots us; he fights all our battles for us, if we only 
look to him and trust him to do so. It is better to go 
on in the dark with him, letting him lead, than to go 
alone in the light, choosing our own paths.—£s/her 
Hovey, Toronto, Ont. From *‘Glimpses Through 
Life's Windows,” by J. R. Miller. 


God the Responsible One—Golden Text. 

Ye shall not fear them; for Jehovah, your God, 
he it ts that fighteth for you (Golden Text). 
captain of the Trident, the ship on which Robert 
Morrison sailed from New York to China, who knew 
something of the impenetrable conservatism of the 
Chinese, said: ‘And so, Mr. Morrison, you really. 
expect that you will make an impression upon the 
idolatry of the great Chinese Empire?” ‘‘ No, sir,” 
returned Mr. Morrison, severely; ‘‘I expect God 
will.” Surely the hundred years of missionary life 
and work in China since then have abundantly proved 
the word of Mr. Morrison. The Lord has fought for 
his servants.—T7he Rev. W. 7. Dorward, Stelton, 
N. J. From The Christian Endeavor World, 


What Cowardice Can Do—v. 3. 

Whosoever ts fearful and trembling, let him 
return (Vv. 3). 
company of young 
the slums, politely 


eople to do evangelistic work in 
eclined ‘to accept the services of 


seyeral of those who signified their willingness to go. . 


uestioned ‘as to his action, he said: 
‘* These whom I Have declined to take have no confi- 
dence ‘inthe undertaking, They say that the odds 
against us are too heavy to be overcome. ' We can’t 
afford. to take the fearful with us when we are on 
such seriouS business.” ‘* Oh!” said his. friend, 
‘*they would probably not help much, but they. are 
harmless.” ‘* That is just where you are mistaken,” 
was the reply. ‘* Just because they are not bad does 
not follow that they would do no harm. Pure water 
is a good thing in its place, but pour it injoa bucket of 
rich milk, and you will so weaken the milk that it 
will be good for nothing; so the presence of a few 
cowards. may so weaken the courage of a company 
that its usefulness will be destroyed.”"—Mattie M. 
Boteler, Cincinnati, O. 


The Advantage of Being Under Orders—v. 9. 

Arise, get thee down (v. 9). During the Civil War 
there was great perplexity at one time amongst the 
rulers of the United States to know what todo. In 
the midst of, their perplexity Admiral Farragut was 
in Washington. In the presence of a number of 
Cabinet ministers, he said: ‘‘In one thing I have a 
great advantage over the restof you. I have only 
to go where I am sent, and do what I am told.”” This 
is the great advantage of the true Christian. He is 
not responsible for consequences, —only for obe- 
dience.—7. W. Carter, Wellsburg, N. Y. 


Influence of the Everyday Comrade—v. 14. 

Gideon,... aman of Israel (v.14). It was one of 
themselves, a man in whom they had confidence’ be- 
cause they had seen him daily, that God chose’ for 
the leader. ‘*‘ One of the most helpful ‘sessions of 
Sunday-school I remember was when I was a girl of 
fourteen, and our regular teacher was not present. 
It was a stormy day, and in the scarcity of teachers, 
one of our classmates was appointed to teach the les- 
son. I had always accepted it as natural that the 
older ones should urge the claims of the Christian 
life, but when I saw the same earnestness in this 
girl of my own age,—one of my own classmates,— 
her words made an impression on me which is impos- 
sible to describe. It was more than a year before I 
finally accepted Christ, but I date the change in my 
attitude to that stormy Sunday when Lena S—— 
spoke loving words to her own mates.” —From Young 
People’s Weekly. ‘ 

Be Heroic Now or Never !—v. 19. 

So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with 
him (v. 19). Heroes, every one of them. And per- 
haps many a young man to-day feels that if he had 
lived in those stirring times, he, too, would have been 
ahero. There is an excellent lesson in the following 
story from the Ram’s Horn: ‘‘A number of years 


When ‘he was 





’ in your time I would have been heroic, too.’ 


of the sea. It is not our part to guide , 


’ 


The. 


A gentleman who: was organizing a ' 
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ago Frances E. Willard made a temperance address 
in Boston. During her stayin thecity, a young man 
happened to call upon Wendell Phillips, who enter- 
tained him until late in the night telling of the old 
abolitionist days, and showing him relics of their 
og As the young man rose to depart, he said 
to Mr. Phillips, ‘Mr. Phillips, I think if 1 had lived 
Mr. 
Phillips, who had gone to the door with his caller, 
pointed to.the- saloons down the street, and his voice 
was keen with indignation. ‘Young man,’ he said, 
‘you are living in‘my time and God’s time. Did you 
hear Frances Willard last night? Be assured that no 
man-could have been heroic then who is not heroic 
now. Good-night.’”"—7he Rev. W. Thoburn Clark, 
Carrsville,Va. The prize for this week is awarded 
to this illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson 


UR Father, we thank thee that thou dost pre- 
pare the way for us whithersoever thou dost 
direct our footsteps. We rejoice in the knowl- 

edge that we are not to go forward for a single hour 
without thy direction, unless we wilfully leave thee. 
In love thou dost permit us to attempt hard things 
for thee, and in love thou walkest with us in the way, 
bearing the weight of the burden for us, under which 
our scanty strength would utterly fail. Help us this 
day to look forward joyfully to this blessed, hourly, 
daily partnership with thee, in which we bear so 
little, and thou, in thy mercy, dost bear the brunt of 
the task. trengthen our hands and hearts for the 
little that thou art asking us to do, and help us to do 
our part less unworthily. Amen. 


After the Lesson 


It was done already. Jehovah had assured Gideon of 
that. That huge camp was delivered into Gideon's 
hands at the start. He had only to go down and 
take it. But—dxzZ (what a troublesome word that is!) 
he was just a little afraid. Jehovah knew it. Gid- 
eon knew it. ‘Then Jehovah proposed a look at the 
camp so that Gideon might get over his fear, and 
afterward his hands were to be—? [Write After- 
ward on the board. ] 

Don’t you wonder at God’s patience and tenderness 
with this man who was really a.daring man at heart? 
Yet it is like our Heavenly Father to be just as 
patient and tender with us. We de/j¢ve he will take 
care of us.. We de/zeve he will prepare the way when 
we have 2 hard task ahead. But—.d4/—are we some- 
times a bit afraid? ‘* Very well,” he says, ‘if you 
are afraid, go down and see and hear what I have 
planned, ¢#en you will be strong !”’ 

Wouldn't it be better if we would go ahead at first, 
without fear, just because God has us in his care ? 
Why wait until afterwards? Why not be wholly 
courageous at first? [Write Why not at first? on 
the board. ] 





AFTERWARD 





WHY NOT AT FIRST? 
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Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ** Bible Songs’) 


‘* How firm a foundation."’ Psalm 27 : 1-8. 

‘* The Lord will provide.”’ (37 2 1-4. 55 : 1-4.) 

‘* Simply trusting every. day.”’ Psalm 118 : 4-8. 

Simply g y Gay. (170: 4-8. 238: 4-8.) 

‘** Stand up for Jesus.” Psalm 3 : 1-5. 

‘* Take my life and let it be.’’ (3:3. §:13, 2) 

** Trust and obey.”’ Psalm mer + ae ‘ 

pe . - (94: 1-4. 140: 1-4.) 
' “Trusting Jesus, that is all. Psalm 44 : 4-6. 

** Who follows in his train."’ (59:34 98:3, 4) 


“% 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Pible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. Address Marion Lawrance, Hartford Building, Chicago. 
Monday.—Judges 6: I-10 . . . Sin and its consequences 
‘Tuesdav.—Judges 6 : r1-24 . Teer. <¢s 
Wednesday.—Judges 6 : 25-40 . . . . . Gideon encouraged 
Thursday.— Judges 7 ene { Gideon and his three hundred 
Fridav.—J udges 7 : 15-23. . 
Saturday.—Zech. 4 : I-10. oes oe Ot we ie 
Sunday.—1 Cor. 1 : 20-31 . ... .. . . Power in weakness 


5 4 


Are you looking for something new to use on World’s 
Temperance Sunday, November 24? Can you do better 
than send to The Sunday School Times Company for its recent 
leaflet, ** Some Thoughtful Opinions on the Cigarette’’ ? 
Why not distribute them to every member of the school? 
2 cents cach; $1 a hundred. 
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|Graded Helps| 


The Adult Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K: Sanders, D.D. 


HE Book of Judges tells the story of the disorgan- 
ized period which intervened between the days 
of Joshua and those of Samuel. It relates this 

history in a very peculiar way. After a brief histori- 
cal preface (1 : 1 to 2: 5), which really restates details 
already given in the Book of. Joshua, together with 
other data of the same period, there follows an intro- 
duction to the Judges history (2: 6 to.3 :.6), a sort of 
preliminary survey, which describes the point of 
view from which the history is told,—namely, that 
each judgeship was a period of deliverance trom a 
cruel oppression which the children of Israel had 
brought upon themselves by their own transgressions. 
The passage, 2 : 11-19, describes the cycle of sinning, 
oppression, repentance, deliverance, relapse. Each 
great national leader recalled them to their allegiance 
no less definitely than he led them to victory. His 
prowess had religious as well as military value. 

The peculiarity of the history does not lie in this 
religious viewpoint, but in the way in which it was 
applied. From 3:7 to 8:35 there are related, ex- 
cluding the bare reference to Shamgar in 3 : 31, the 
exploits ef four deliverers,—Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, 
and Gideon. The story of each deliverance is placed 
in a kind of formal framework, well illustrated by 
3: 7-11, where the actual story is reduced to two 
names and two dates. This frame-work, being re- 
peated with each story, gives the impression that all 
Israel was affected each time both by the oppressor 
and by the deliverer, that the deliverances occurred 
successively, and that the whole period would be 
ascertained by adding together the figures given in 
connection with each deliverance. 

But some of the deliverances were apparently local 
affairs. Concerning the first one, there is no basis 
for a judgment. The scene of Eliud’s exploit was a 
small séction of the country within a short radius of 
Jericho. That of Deborah.and Barak was the plain of 
Esdraelon., Half the tribes were unrepresented in 
the struggle. Gideon’s battle against the Midianites 
was in the same plain, and was fought by those 
tribesmen who had suffered from their attacks. 
Nothing in the actual stories prevents several of the 
judgeships from being concurrent. : 

The story of ‘Gideon is finely told.’ ‘The victory was 
accomplished ‘by a relatively small band of men, 
reliant on Jehovah and clever in method. Gideon, 
like Cromwell, knew that a small number of depend- 
able men was more efficient than a host of faint- 
hearted ones. Giyen confidence also by overhearing 
the dream which foreshadowed his triumph, he led 
his men boldly at dead of night straight against the 
hostile camp with the ringing war-cry, ‘‘ For Jehovah 
and for Gideon,” and by aclever stratagem put’ the 
great host to rout. Then rallying his countrymen, he 
pursued them and put an end to their haughty domi- 
nance by a lesson which they could never forget. At 
a stroke he became the best beloved and respected 
man in Israel. : 








REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

The most complete English commentary on the 
Book of Judges is that by Moore in the International 
Critical series. The next best is the volume in the 
New Century Bible. The Cambridge Bible is fair, so 
is the Expositor’s Commentary. Either McFadyen's 
‘‘ Historians’’ (128-130), or Kent's ‘‘ Students’ Old 
Testament,” separates the strands of narrative clearly. 
See article, ‘‘Gideon,”’ in the Hastings Dictionary, 
also Stanley’s description in ‘* Jewish Church.” 
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 

The story of Gideon emphasizes the thought that 
God can achieve large results through modest, unpre- 
tentious. souls; when they are roused to heights of 
devotion. Note: 

God’s Starting-point. Many students think that 
8 : 18-21 indicates that the imperative duty of blood- 
redemption was the underlying fact that made Gideon 
the choice of Jehovah. Naturally he doubted his own 
prowess, being untried as a leader. Can we think 
of any historical parallels to this preparation by a 
deep personal injury for national leadership ? 

Gideon's Fine Judgment. What actions of Gideon 
revealed his qualities as a leader? Were these 
qualities such as every Christian leader should have, 
or were some of them ‘‘ barbarous” ? 

The Secret of his Success. Was it due to his 
strategy, or his energy, or his faith ot ag ee ? 

‘The Sword of Jehovah and of Gideon.” Was it 
impious for Gideon to couple God's name with Lis ? 
What biblical writer ventured, with much satisfac- 
tion, to declare that we all should couple up in such 
fashion ? How did he phrase it ? 

Gideons of To-day. If we were seeking for a fair 
parallel to Gideon at the present day among those 
whom we know well, where would he be found ? 


Boston. 
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My Class of Boys 


’ By Eugene C. Foster 


ERTAINLY I could not well teach this lesson 
without approaching it by way of the events 
which just preceded it; besides, these events 

offered a helpful teaching point. 

Israel's choice and solemn promise to serve God ; 
Israel’s sin and the oppression by the Midianites ; 
the angel’s visit to Gideon, the least in his father’s 
house and this house the | enter in Israel; the 
miraculous fire that consumed the offering’; the over- 
throwing of the altar of Baal ; the test of the dry and 
wet fleece,—these were told in a little time simply be- 
cause I hadn’t more time for it, for there was rapt 
interest on the part of the boys. Then I came to 
that thrilling incident of the weeding out of the people 
—thirty-two thousand reduced to three hundred. 
Testing; sometimes a test which we recognize as 
such—‘t Whosoever is fearful and trembling”—and 
at other times a secret test, not recognized by us till 
itis over. But testing, proving—it’s God’s way. 

‘*Look at these two rings. Are they both gold? 
If not, is either of them gold?” The boys left their 
seats and crowded around me for aclose view. Some 
thought that both were gold; others that the brighter 
one was gold, the other brass. Now the brighter one 
was a new brass ring, highly polished, while the 
duller one was a wedding ring of solid gold, but not 
eee eee, ‘‘Are both gold, or is either one 
gold ? ell, we shall soon see.” I touched each ring 
with nitric acid, and all eyes watched sharp to see the 
test.” Ah, the brighter ring is getting corroded, and 
its surface is turning green; the duller ring is just as 
it was. You and I, fellows, have to stand the test; 
are we gold, or only polished brass ? 

Queer battle this; three hundred against—how 
many? Dr. Beecher helps us to gather some idea as 
tonumbers. The battle was to be terribly one-sided, 
wasn’t it ?—that is, as men’s battles go. But this was 
God's battle; and you can never be sure about the 
way God's battle is to be fought, but you can be very 
sure that it’s going to be won for God. What a 
. sears choice, and how natural it is, for a fellow to 
choose to fight with God, not against him. 

My closing time caught me almost unawares. How 
I would have liked to show some life-size portraits 
of Gideon men, and to make Mr, Pierson’s compari- 
son about the Christian and the heathen hosts! And 
how much better we could have understood the com- 
parative size of the armies had we used Mr. Pierson’s 
~— suggestion ! 

ut our closing thought was this: The. man.-who 

stands God's test is fit to fight God’s battles—and to 
win ! 

Notr.—The nitric acid referred to above may be 
procured at a drug store. It i8 acorrosive poison; it 
should not be entrusted to children nor left where 
they can secure it. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Young Folks’ Class 


By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


EAD er: pap 6 to 8 of Judges. Picture to your- 
self with a map the situation of the Israelites 
with the marauding Bed’ween alongside of 

their eastern borders. Compare it with life on the 
western frontier of our country forty years ago when 
settlers were constantly threatened by Indian raids. 
Make this situation the framework of the hero-stor 

of Gideon. Select the traits of his character whic 

you would have reproduced in your pupils. If you 
interpret the story to them aright you will help them 
to grow in these four directions: as believers in God, 
masters of themselves, leaders in the community, 
and benefactors of mankind. Study the story till 
you see how these traits are illustrated and devel- 
oped in Gideon. Explain these features of the story: 

The People’s Need for the Leader. For seven 
years the Israelites had been oppressed and robbed 

y the Midianites. The country had been swept 
bare and the people driven to hide in mountain 
caves (6: 1-6). But they had begun to call on God 
in their distress, and when people do that there is 
opportunity for a leader to lift them up. Yet to 
those who have become accustomed te hard condi- 
tions life seems small and mean (6 ;: 6), and it seemed 
so to Gideon (6 : 13, 15). 

The Call to Leadership. The impulse to deliver 
his nation came to Gideon from Jehovah. Gideon, 
of himself, would never have ventured on so great a 
scheme. He was trying to beat a little wheat out of 
some straw he had gleaned, hidden in a wine-press 
to escape the marauding Midianites, when the bold 
suggestion came to him. He responded to it at once 
by prayer, then with a new sense of the value of his 
lite he turned his new impulse to practical work. Tell 
how he cleansed his father’s house of idolatry, and 
how his own new obedience to his conscience aroused 
the conscience of his father to defend him (6 : 25-32). 
This evidence of Jehovah's approval stirred Gideon 
to a new move. ell how he summoned his clan to 
drive out the robbers (6 : 33, 34), and how the prompt 
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response of the clan nerved him to summon the 
whole tribe, and then the neighboring tribes (6 : 35). 
Show how one who thinks little of his abilities and 
opportunities may find the value of his life by re- 
sponding to tke call of God to service among his own 
neighbors, as Gideon did. . ths 44 

esitation Through Doubt. Gideon had gone too 
far to retreat, yet when he saw the multitudes com- 
ing to him ready to follow him as a leader, he hesi- 
tated. He got all the evidence he could that it 
belonged to him to order a campaign against the en- 
emy (6: 36-40). Show your pupils that there are 
oy now which may be discovered to guide men 
who feel called to lead others. You can cite. instances 
of those who, having heard within themselves the 
call of God, have changed their own habits for good, 
have turned their neighbors to serve God, and have 
led in purging their town or city from dishonesty and 
intemperance and of the power of evil men, by obey- 
ing God with a deliberate and watchful eye for signs 
from him. 

The Sifting of the Warriors. When men began to 
follow Gideon a far greater number came to him than 
he could use as leaders. It is often so in campaigns 
for reform to-day. Tell how Gideon sifted his army, 
first by one test, then by another (7 : 1-8). Those 
who wanted to protect themselves from danger were 
first counted out according to Hebrew law (Deut. 20: 
8), and that took away two-thirds of those who had 
responded. Next, those were excused who were not 
wholly devoted to the deliverance of Israel. Enemies 
might be hidden in the bushes across the water where 
they drank. Some always alert kept a watchful eye 
out as they quenched their thirst. Thev were only a 
handful, but they were enough. Point out the three 
qualities which gave these men a place in the com- 
pany of the three hundred. They had courage, self- 
restraint, and knew how to obey their leader im- 
plicitly. 

The Victory. Describe the splendid strategy which 
showed that each one of the three hundred was a 
leader. One — and one torch for guidance in 
the night went with a whole company in those times. 
The Midianites heard and saw three hundred com- 
panies in those thrée hundred men. The sudden 
crash of earthen jars, the flashing in the darkness of 
three hundred torches that had been hidden in them, 
the blare. of three hundred trumpets, the confusion 
of a panic-stricken host intensified by their great 
numbers, the indiscriminate fighting and slaughter 
and precipitate flight and eager pursuit—this was the 
story of the victory. Theré was.only one weapon of 
the triumphant army—the sword of Jehovah and of 
Gideon. But such a «weapon with determined and 
obedient men.gure that they are right is irresistible. 

Boston, © ° . 


For the Primary Teacher 
By. Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OME years ago, on some Western farms, the 
fathers, mothers, and children noticed a black 
cloud in the sky, and prepared for a storm. 

Soon they heard, not thunder, but a buzzing, whir- 
ring sound, and before long. millions of grasshopper- 
locusts settled on every tree and plant and began to 
eat. By and by they started on tike a cloud, but not 
a leaf was left. 

In the promised land which God had ziven to Israel 
there came again and again great companies of peo- 

le, in such great numbers that they covered the 
and like grasshoppers (Judg. 6 :.5) and stole alt the 
grain, so that the children of Israel almost starved. 

It was more than a hundred years since Joshua’s 
farewell talk, when the people promised, ‘‘ We will 
serve the Lord” (recall the chief incidents). As long 
as Joshua and the elders lived they kept their prom- 
ise, then they grew careless. They left many idols 
on the high hills, and after a while began to worship 
them. Then it was that enemies came and stole the 
grain, and frightened the Israelites, until they left 
their homes and hid in caves (chap. 6: 2). God sent 
his prophet to tell them that these troubles came be- 
cause they had not obeyed (chap. 6 : 10). 

Gideon's family managed to save a field of wheat, 
and Gideon was threshing it when the Lord said: 
‘Gideon, go and save Israel from their enemies, the 
Midianites.” Gideon said,‘‘ I am so poor.” But the 
Lord said, ‘‘I will be with thee”’ (6 : 16), just as he 
had promised Moses and Joshua. That night Gideon 
and ten of his friends destroyed an idol near by, and- 
cut down the grove of trees around it. Next day the 
people wanted to kill Gideon, but his father said: 
‘*Let the idol speak for himself if he’s any good.” 
Of course the idol couldn’t speak. (Drill on Psa. 
115 : 4-7: ‘‘ They have mouths, but they -——? speak 
not.”’) 

Down in the valley the enemy spread their tents. 
Gideon gathered an army to fight them, and the 
Lord said it was too big, so all who were afraid went 
home. Yet there were too many, so he chose only 


the three hundred, who dipped water from the brook . 


in their hands to drink (vs. 4-7). Gideon gave to each 
man some food, a trumpet, an empty pitcher, and a 
torch to put inside the pitcher (sketch the trumpet 
and pitcher). These were all brave men who be- 


‘shouting in the night. 
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lieved God’s promise, ‘‘ Ye shall not fear them; for 
the Lord, your God, he shall fight for you.” 


Bhaws: 


VICTORY! 


That night Gideon and his servant went quietly to 
look at the enemy’s camp. They heard two men. 
talking in atent. Gideon listened and heard a man 
telling his dream (vs. 13-15). Much encouraged, 
Gideon went back and divided his soldiers into three 
companies of one hundred men each, and gave his 
orders, ‘‘ Be brave; do what I do” (write, Be Brave). 
With trumpets, pitchers, and torches hidden in the 
pitchers, they started quietly. Suddenly came the 
signal, ‘‘Break your pitchers; blow your trumpets 
(write Break and Blow), wave your torches, and 
cry, ‘The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon’” (com- 
Jer with the blowing of trumpets and the shout at 





—_ 


ge 











ericho). What a crash! Three hundred pitchers 

reaking, three hundred trumpets Leodrsens three 
nendred torches waving, and three hundred voices 
No wonder that the enemy 
woke so frightened that they ran away as fast as they 
could, leaving their camp to Gideon, who, with God’s 
help, gained the victory (add Victory !). 

When we have hard things to do, God will — us 
to win, just as our song teaches in ‘‘ Little Soldiers 
of the King”: 

** Onward ! forward ! 
Let us march against the foe ; 
In ou: leader’s name advancing, 
On to vict’ry we will go.’’ 


tage 
Ask Marion Lawrance! 


PENNSYLVANIA.— Please tell me the title, price, and where 
to obtain a normal eourse for Su =school rec- 
ommended by the International ‘Sunday School Association. — 


oe 


Peoria, ILL. 





The International Sunday School “Association does‘ not 
recommend any particular books-‘for any particular pur- 
pose, It simply requires that all teacher-training books 
shall come up to 2 certain standard of thoroughness before 
they will issue their diploma to the graduates of the course, 
The state and provincial associations frequently name books, 
If these books measure up to the International standard, 
the state students are recognized and granted the Inter- 
‘national diploma. In all the states and provinces, I think, 
the local association recognizes students who complete 
teacher-training courses in any other set of books than 
those especially adopted by the local association, providing 
these books measure up to the International standard. In 
your own state the books which are used mostly through 
your state association are ‘*‘ Hurlbut’s Reviseé’ Normal 
Outlines,’’ and the ‘* Westminster Course.’’ You will do 
well to correspond with the teacher-training superintendent 
of your state, the Rev. Charles A. Oliver, York, Pa. 





What is the value of the Sunday-school as a church- 
builder? 

A very large proportion of our churches, even in the 
older parts of our country, but more especially in the newer 
parts, are the direct outgrowth of Sunday-schools, The 
Sunday-school is the seed and the church is the tree. Many 
Sunday-schools will never grow into churches because of 
local conditions, but under normal conditions it ought to 
be expected that every Sunday-school will become a church, 
and, indeed, this is the rule. It ought to be the business 
of every Sunday-school to so teach the Word of God as to 
lead the scholars to confess Jesus Christ and serve him, 
Then it ought to teach with much emphasis the importance 
of the scholars attaching themselves to the church with 
which the school is connected. All soldiers should be 
identified with the army. Guerrilla ‘warfare amounts to 
but little. The early settlers had a maxim after this fash- 
ion: ‘* Build yourself a good barn, and your barn will 
build you a good house.’’? This is good farming sense, and 
many a farmer has temporarily housed his cattle and stored 
his grain in a better building than he occupied himself. 
The*very fact, however, of his thus taking care of his stock 
and the product of his land enabled him the sooner to build a 
good house. In like manner, it may be said,‘ Build yourself 
a good Sunday-school, and your Sunday-school will puild you 
a good church.’’ The young blood is the best blood in the 
church. The older people are needed for counsel and for 
their strength of character and the richness of their experi- 
ence, but the heavy burden of church life should fall upon 
the young and middle-aged, and for these burdens they 
should be trained in the Sunday-school. 

It is a short-sighted policy for any church to pay easy- 
going attention to the Sunday-school. You can’t starve 
your cattle and keep them fat. Without a single excep- 
tion, so far as I know, the churches of our land which are) 
doing strong, vigorous church work are those which are: 
full of interest in their Sunday-school life. 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 17 (Judg 7: 9-23) 


With the New Books 








A Bible Society’s Work.—:Those who have the 
idea that an annual report is necessarily a drv docu- 
ment should read extracts from the 1906-7 report of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. * Incidents 
of the work of translators and colporteurs, and stories 
of missionaries and their converts make the bleod 
tingle. ‘The report has a permanent yalue in the 
history of Bible work. (Zhe Leaves of the Tree: A 
Popular Illustrated Report of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, London.) . ‘ 


Evangelistic Sermons.—Dr. Louis Albert Banks 
has proved his right to be called an evangelistic 
erg ong as the readers of his books can testify. 

hat he is a master of the art of illustration the read- 
ers of The Sunday School Times have had abundant 
opportunity to prove. From the first page to the 
last his latest volume holds up Christ, ‘‘ The Sinner’s 
Hope,” and ‘“*The Goal of Human Attainment.” 
(The Sinner and His Friends. By Louis Albert 
Banks, D.D. Funk & Wagnalls, New York. $1.42, 
postpaid.) 


A Verse a Day.—Since the publication, many years 
ago, of William Jay’s Morning and Evening Exer- 
cises, books prepared on the same plan—a page of 
devotional comment on a single Bible verse for each 
day of the year—have become quite popular. Perhaps 
none of the recent volumes will have a wider reading 
than Dr. J. R. Miller’s volume. The comments are 
brief, suggestive, practical. Apt illustrations abound. 
The thoughtful, prayerful use of the book, morning by 
morning, will deepen piety, and enrich the life. 
(Morning Thoughts for Every Day in the Year. 
By J. R. Miller, D.D. T. Y. Crowell & Co., New 
York. 60 cents, net.) 


Classic Stories for Children. ‘Children ought to 
have stories at hand precisely as they ought to have 
food, toys, games, playgrounds, because stories meet 
one of the nominal needs of their natures. But these 
stories, like the food given to the body, ought to be 
pages nage | selected, not only for their quality, but 
for their adaptation. Only stories which are sound 
in the views of life they present ought to be within 
the reach of children,” These principles guided Mr. 
Mabie in the selection of such stories as ‘‘ A Child’s 
Dream of,a Star,’”’ ‘‘ The King of the Gelden River,” 
‘‘Undine,” and ‘‘ Peter Rugg, the Missing Man,” 
for the latest, book in the ‘‘Every Child Should 
Know” series. (Stories Every Child Should Know, 
Edited by Hamilton Wright Mabie. Doubleday, 
Page & Co., New York. $1.00, postpaid.) 


A Story of Social Service.—A church of the rich 
on the avenue ; a pastor subservient to the demands 
of his officers that the gospel shall not be preached 
to the poor who are within a stone’s throw of the 
church; a church weakened by its failure to live up to 
its opportunities for service; a pastor*whose eyes are 
opened to his own shortcomings as he sees the sor- 
rows of the poor and the failure of the church to min- 
ister to the needy—these are the pictures presented 
by Dr. W. J. Dawson in his recént novel. The 
pastor, after a period of doubt and uncertainty, has a 
vision of the church of the future, which ‘‘ will not be 
called a church. It will have neither creeds, nor 
forms, nor subscriptions. Its law will be freedom ; 
its condition, service. It will unite all men who love 
humanity in the common service of humanity. It 
will be a society of equals. It will attract everybody, 
for it willinclude everybody. ... And it will be called 
The League of Service."" Then the seer leaves his 
church, goes into the slums, organizes the League, 
and spends his life in service with his people. (A 
Prophet in Babylon. By W. J. Dawson. Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York. . $1.50). 


The Romance of the Salvation Army.—As the 
roadside preaching of John Wesley, a minister of the 
Church of England, led to the organization of the 
great. Methodist Church, so the London street preach- 
ing of William Booth, son of a Church of England 
father, himself a minister of the Methodist Church, 
led to the organization of the Salvation Army. And 
as the organization of the Methodist Church, and the 
name, were not planned in advance, just so the or- 
ganization and the name of the Salvation Army were 
the result of what many thoughtlessly call ‘‘acci- 
dent.” Mr. Booth at first urged his converts to unite 
with neighboring churches. But they were poor, 
and illiterate, and were not well received. He felt 
that he must care for them himself. He planned to 
do so, and they became adherents of the Christian 
Mission, of which he was general superintendent. 
His assistant, in writing to him, was in the habit of 
abbreviating his title, and calling him ‘‘ My dear 
General”; he signed himself, ‘‘ Your Lieutenant.” 
In order to attract the attention of fishermen, the 
title ‘‘Captain” was given to leaders of Mission 
Bands. Then the evolution of the ‘‘ Army,” with its 
other officers, was natural and easy. The Army’s 
invasions of foreign lands were as ‘‘ accidental” as the 
name. In 1881 an immigrant silk-worker introduced 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the new work in Philadelphia, and—in the same year— 
an immigrant milk-dealer became the pioneer in Aus- 
tralia. year earlier, an English judge in India, 
learning of the Army, spent six months in England, 
investigated its methods. enrolled as a worker, and 
became the leader of four officers, the pioneers of the 
nearly 3,000 corps in India to-day. A delicate Lon- 
don boy, sent to New Zealand for his health, began 
the work in the island, and in like manner the new 
force for righteousness was introduced in other coun- 
tries. This is a mere outline of the wonderful story. 
(The Romance of the Salvation fe By Huldah 
Friederichs ; preface by General illiam Booth. 
Cassell & Company, New York. $1.25, net.) 








For Children at Home 





A Gift that Was Not a Gift 
By Uncle Jack 


T Middleport Village they were packing a box 

A to go to a school for boys inthe South. The 

minister had urged the pupils in the Sunday. 
school to take a part im preparing it. 

‘«See if you can’t deny yourselves some pleasure 
when you make your gift for those less fortunate 

han you.” 

So all afternoon boys and girls entered Mrs. Sin- 
clair’s dining-room, where their mothers were work- 
ing busily. Eunice Boggs and Nellie Ray carried a 
doll they had bought and dressed; Tom Hendy gave 
up his pet basebail bat, with which he had knocked 
so many home runs; Frieda Ellis laid her postal- 
card album on the waiting pile of gifts; Rob Thomas 
offered his collection of minerals; and a dozen others 
brought objects of great value to themselves. They 
were, indeed, denying themselves. 

Last of all came Edwin Lester. He had a large 
package, which he laid on the table; then he hurried 
from the room. i 

‘‘T wonder what Edwin has brought!” Mrs. Lester 
said, very much pleased that her boy was taking 
such willing part in the day’s giving. She picked up 
the :pareel and'opened it. ett 

‘Why, it is his ‘Boys’ Playtime Book’!” she 
said. ‘*The'dear boy! He has always thought so 
much of this. He’s really getting a little ‘old for it, 
But he seems to like it as much as-ever. “You know, 
he earned the dollar he paid for it pulling plantain 
in the back yard at one cent a hundred. Think of it! 
He'is giving the labor of pulling ten thousand plan- 
tain weeds!” 

And the proud: mother thought. for hours: of her 
boy’s sacrifice. She was still thinking of it when she 
took her seat at the supper-table thatevening. Look- 
ing at Edwin, she said: 

‘*I am so glad you are willing to give up ‘ The 
Boys’ Playtime Book’ for the box, Edwin. That is 
very unselfish of vou.” 

She was not surprised when Edwin hung ‘his head 
at these words of praise, but she had no time to no- 
tice him further, because of exclamations by two of 
the younger children. 


‘*Why, Edwin! Did you really give that book 
away ?”’ Alice cried, accusingly. 
‘You mean boy! I didn’t think you meant what 


you said about putting it where we couldn’t get it, if 
we didn’t stop bothering you !” was Sam’s word. 

What could the chiidren mean? Mrs. Lester 
looked at Edwin for an explanation. His head was 
hanging lower than ever; his face was scarlet. 

‘« Edwin, what are Alice and Sam. talking about ?” 
she asked. 

Edwin hesitated; then he looked up defiantly: 

‘* Well, mother, it was this way: Alice and Sam 
have been climbing up to my bookcase and taking 
that book down so much that I told them they would 
have to stop. This morning I found them looking at 
it again. Maybe I did say something to them about 
putting it where they couldn’t get it. Anyhow, it 
wili do more good down South than in this house.” 

Mrs. Lester thought hard for a minute. What 
should she do? The book was needed in the box, 
but it had not been given in the right spirit. She 
was now as sorry that it had been taken to Mrs. 
Sinclair’s as she had been glad and proud. 

‘* Edwin,” she said, ‘‘ you must go with me after 
supper to get that book. It is not right to send it 
away in that spirit. We are to make gifts because 
we love folks; not that we may hurt somebody. The 
gift you made is no gift at all; it would spoil the box 
to leave it there.” 

That was why Mrs. Sinclair, a little later, opened 
the door to two visitors, who asked for the large red 
book at the very top of the box. It was hard to ex- 
plain why the gift was to be taken back, but Edwin 
owned up like a man. And Mrs. Sinclair pressed 
Mrs. Lester’s hand as if she understood. 

‘I know a lot more about the kind of giving God 
likes than I did before,” Alice said, as they went up 
to bed that night.. ‘‘ But I’m awful sorry for Edwin, 
aren’t you, Sam ?” 
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Gain from Loss 
James Russel) Lowell 


HY make we moan 
For loss that doth enrich us yet 
With upward yearnings of regret ? 
Bleaker than unmossed stone 
Our lives were but for this immortal gain 
Of unstilled longing and inspiring pain! 
As thrills of long-hushed tone . 
Live in the viol, so our souls grow fine 
With keen vibrations from the touch divine 
Of noble natures gone, 


. « 
A Parable of the Garden 


By the Rev. H. M. Gesner, in the Calendar of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Atlantic City, New Jersey. 


N A time there lived in this place Called the 
world a minister who had a passion for garden- 
ing. He had much zeal, but little knowledge; 

a strong desire to see things grow, but little under- 
standing of the laws of growth. 

Into his ground, with great attention, he sowed 
seeds of various sorts, and on a day there peeped 
above the sod a tiny shoot, which seemed to be a 
little tree. The minister wondered much, for he had 
not planted any such seed. 

A man wise in years and experienced in 
paasing that way one day, remarked, ‘‘ What a fine 
ittle shoot of an apple tree.” ‘That is no apple 
tree,” answered the minister, ‘‘ for I planted no apple 
seed there.” ‘‘ Nevertheless it is an apple tree,” re- 
marked the wise man, and passed on his way. 

The minister would not believe that this was an 
apple tree, for he had not planted it, and how could 
it be? He was inclined to root out the plant, for he 
considered it only arank and worthless growth. - ‘‘ Let 
it grow,” said the wise man, ‘‘and time will tell.” 
The years rolled by, and the little tree grew stronger 
and larger, bore blossoms, and was robed in beauty; 
and yet the minister would, not believe. ‘‘ Whence 
could the seed have come? Have’l not been here all 
these years, and am I not in a position to know?” 
But one fall on the tree appeared beautiful apples, 
He plucked, tasted, tested, and found them a true and 
worthy fruit. Then he learned that God has many 
ways of sowing, but the fruit isthe one test of them all. 


x 
Prayer 


Archbishop Trench 


ORD, what a change within us one short hour 
Spent in thy presence will prevail to make ! 
What heavy burdens from our bosoms take, 

What parched grounds refresh as with a shower ! 
We kneel, and all around .ws_seems to lower ; 

We rise, and all the distant and the near 

Stands forth a sunny outline brave and elear, 

We kneel—how weak! We rise—how full of power} 
Why, wherefore should we do ourselves this wrong— 
Or others,—that we are not always strong, 

That we are ever overborne with care, 

That we should ever weak or heartless be, 

Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer, 

And joy, and strength, and courage are with thee. 


ardening, 


% 
How I Ascertain the Will of God 
George Mitller * 


SEEK at the beginning to get my heart into such 
a state that it has no will of its own in regard to 
a given matter. 

Nine-tenths of the trouble with people is just here. 
Nine-tenths of the difficulties are overcome when our 
hearts are ready to do the Lord’s will, whatever it 
may be. When one is truly in this state, it is usually 
but a little way to the knowledge of what his will 1s. 

Having done this, I do not leave the result to feel- 
ing or simple impression. If I do so, I make myself 
liable to great delusions. 

I seek the will of the Spirit of God through, or in 
connection with, the Word of God. 

The Spirit and the Word must be combined. If I 
look to the Spirit alone without the Word, I lay my- 
self open to great delusions also. If the Holy Ghost 
guides us at all, he will do it according to the 
Scriptures and never contrary to them. 

Next I take into account providential circum- 
stances. These often plainly indicate God’s will in 
connection with his Word and Spirit. 

I ask God in prayer to reveal his will to me aright. 
. Thus, through prayer to God, the study of the 
Word, and reflection, I come to a deliberate judgment 
according to the best of my ability and knowledge, 
and if my mind is thus at peace, and continues so 
after twoor three more petitions, I proceed accord- 
ingly. In trivial matters, and in transactions involv- 
ing most important issues, I have found this method 
always effective. 
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Nervous Disorders 
A deficiency of the phosphates 
causes a lowering of nervous tone, 


indicated by exhaustion, restlessness, 
headache or insomnia. 


Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate 


(Nen- Alceholic.) 


supplies the nerve cells with health- || 
giving life force, restores the strength 
and induces restful sleep without the 
use of dangerous drugs. An Ideal 
Tonic in Nervous Diseases. 
Bian Teena 


Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R.I. | | 
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ance for compari- 
sons, | 
Your 
old Easy 
Piano Payments. 
Catalogue Delivered 
Free. to Your 
VERE Home. 
OVER 
60,000 SOLD 
Address 154 


Boylston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 


PIANOS 


[Church Organs 


LATEST IMPROVEMENTS 


BOSTON NEWYORK "PHILADELPHIA 
CHICAGO LOUISVILLE DALLAS 


Main Office & Works Basinger dress Mass. 


‘H.—Hastincs Co. | 


Rare opportunity for serviceable Second- 
Hand Organs at low prices 




















INDIVIDUAL 


Communion 


Service 


Many yn hong 
Many desi 
Send fori _ 
trated catalogue 
No. 21. Mention 
name of church 
and number of 
communicants, 


GEO. H. SPRINGER, Mer. 
256-258 Washington St., Boston, Mass. 


MAKE YOUR CHURCH A PRESENT 
t 
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IF YOUR CHURCH DOBS NOT USE 
Individual Commeees thn a 


send us date of your next com- 
munion, number to provide for, 
and we will send you a complete 
outfit for triat,” Your church 
will be delighted as over 4,000 
churches now using are. Mtns 





Address, 
Thomas Communion Service Co. Box Ss, Lima,O. 


Pews, Pulpits, Altar Chairs 
Sunday- school Seats, portable 
chairs, collection plates, com- 
munion tables, lodge furniture, 









Of 
THE GREAT CHURCH 


For eiectric, gas, or oil, Send 


dimensions. Sook of Light and 


estimate free. 1. P. Frink, 55x Peari St., New York. 
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i will send you a flower from Palestine for six 
names and .ddresses of Sunday School teachers. F.M, 
Barton, 801-8 Oaxton Bidg., Cleveland, O. 





| saved by means of the Cradle Roll, 


| upon the platform, he placed his hand upon 
| my arm and said, 


| good time, if you came with us. 


| book. 
| man I have been. 


| bodily and brought me _ here. 
| moment of the time.’’ 


' of that baby’s name on thé Cradle Roll, and 


| the Presbyterian Church, Texarkana, Texas. 


| prove the right of the organized Sunday- 
| school movement to exist. 
| advantages ? is often asked. 


| age of foreign population, 


. work results only in the holding of an annual 


| the Sunday-school, 


| state, in which two counties compare as fol- 


The Work in the Field 








— 





The Cow-Man in a Convention 


Out on the plains of Texas, miles and 
miles from the railroad, the writer was con- 
ducting a Sunday-school conference. A 
wicked and profane‘ ‘‘ cow-man,’’—whom 
we had persuaded, against his will, to ac- 
company us the long distance—was present. 
On the closing night, after others had 
spoken, the writer, among other things, had 
told how a saloon-keeper and wife had been 
We 
had a closing prayer and a hymn, ana the 
congregation was standing. I stepped for- 
ward, and was lifting my hands to pronounce 
the benediction, Hearing a little confusion, 
I waited, and in a moment’s time, to my 
amazement, this godless cow-man had pressed 
his way through the crowd, and, stepping 


‘*Dr. Browne, may I say 

‘*Yes,’’ I said; ‘‘as many as 
I told you we’d make you see a 
You have 


a word?’’ 
you like. 


the floor—speak,’’ 
All ‘*broken-up,’’ the cow-man 
‘* You know me, friends. 


id said, 


My life is an open 
You know what a profane, wicked 
These men came by my 
home the other day and almost took me | 
God _ only | 
but I have enjoyed every 
Then, turning to me, 
he continued, ‘* Ah! when you were telling 


knows why I came ; 


how it was the means of saving the fatlier 
and mother, I couldn’t help thinking of my 
own precious baby. Just a year ago he 
went away. God took him. I loved him 
with my life. And I thought, as you were 
talking, ‘If I only had ‘my. precious baby 
boy back in my home again, he should have 
his name on the Cradle Roll. .I cannot have 
him back, I know ; but, friends, like David, 
b-can 'go tomy boy, ‘and tonnight I start 
on the long, upward road to sée, him, and 
to be with Jesus, who said, ‘ Suffer, the little 
children to come unto me,’ I’m going to 
have a Sunday-school for my other little ones, 
if I have to organize it myself. Please pray 
for me, that I may hold out faithful_ to the 
end.’’— Zhe Rev. A. Oscar Browne, M. D., 
B. D., Southwestern Superintendent of 
Sunday-school and Young People’s. Work for 


” 
Why Organize the Work ? 


There is still a call from many sources to 


What are the 
The question 
has a right to an answer. 

In one of our middle states—one that is 
thoroughly organized and werked—there are 
two adjoining counties of equal intelligence 
and population. Each has a small percent- 
In one of them 
pastor and people have welcomed -county 
Sunday-school ‘organization, and each town- 
ship is thoroughly worked, In the other, 
indifference, if not opposition, to association 


county convention, In the first county there 
are 4,600 of school age population, and 
| 4,010 of them are in Sunday-school. In the 
other county there are 8,000 of school-age 
population, and only 3,700 of them are in 


Another illustration comes from a Western 


lows: One has 139 public schools and 136 


-| chureh is about equal. 





Sunday-schools; the other, 123 public schools 
| and 12 Sunday-schools. The former county | 
|has held Sunday -school conventions for | 
; twenty years; the latter county is unor- 
ganized. Sunday-school association work | 
generates a uniform interest, and spreads a 
| corresponding effort over citv, county, and 
| State, 

Speaking of the condition of Sunday- | 
| echaol work in his own denomination re- | 
cently, the editor of the Sunday-school peri- | 
odicals of that denomination said: ‘* In those | 
states where organized interdenominational | 
Sunday-school work is active and progress- 
ive, the same thing is true eb.eur denomi- 
national work. In ‘a cértain part of the | 
| Republic there are two states lying side by | 


side, in which the numerical strength of our 
In one there is a 
strong stateSuaday-school association, which 
makes itself felt. in every county; in the 
other, the organized work is little more than 
a mere name. In the first of these states 
our denominational Sunday-school work is 
reaching out actively, organizing new schools, 
introducing new methods, developing officers 
and teachers, putting itself in line generally 
with the progress of the age. In the other 
state our work is making haste at a snail’s 
pace; there is scarcely a note of progress 
coming from that direction. The work is 
down, and away down at that. We expect 
little from our work in that state until the 
interdenominational work is put upon a 
better basis. Sunday-school association work 
stimulates denominational activity more 
easily and economically than it can other- 
wise be stimulated, by bringing workers to- 
gether in friendly comparison. ‘ 

How pathetic it would be.to have five 
superintendents five. years in the same town- 
ship without ever meeting to consider com- 
mon difficulties! Think of one of them 
struggling with a problem which another 
had solved two years before! The town- 
ship convention means exchange of views 
to help each other; so the county and state 
conventions. Following the same line of 
exchange, any good thing will in three years 
at most be spread to every state and province 
by way of the International convention. 

Could you imagine ourselves without any 
organization such as we have at present? . In 
the event of any one. denomination’s devel- 
oping a good idea or method of Sunday- 
school work, the others would not feel free 
to adopt it and introduce it. But as it is, 
with the bond: of sympathy so ideally demon- 
strated, the stamp of the; International Sun- 
day-school convention upen any. plan not 
only signifies ‘* merit ’’ in the plan, -but-con- 
stitutes it at once the common -property.of 
all. . Association work furnishes a gigantic 


clearing-house or bureau of exchange for ald |.’ 


gooa ideas.and methods, and it constitutes 
each the common pro; — of adl.: 

A denomination that took. no account of 
its condition. statistically would hardly com- 
mand respect. It is both essential and im- 
portant that all should do so, But the various 


churches in any state will send their statisti- |- 


cal reports to their denominational headquar- 
ters at Philadelphia or New York or Boston 
for many a generation before they will ascer- 
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Take Them Out 
Or Feed Them Food They Can Study On. 


When a student begins to break down 
from lack of the right kind of food, there 
are only two things todo: either take 
him out of school or féed him properly 
on.food that will rebuild the brain and 
nerve cells. That food’is Grape-Nuts. 

A boy writes from Jamestown, N. Y., 
saying : ‘‘A short'time ago I got intoa 
bad condition from overstudy, but Mother 
having heard about: Grape-Nuts food be- 
gan.to feed me on it. It satisfied my 
hunger better than any.other food, and 
the results were marvelous. I got fleshy 
like a good fellow. My usual morning 
headaches disappeared, and-I found I 
could study. for a long period without 
feeling the effects of it. 

‘*My face was pale and thin, but is 
now round and has considerable color, 
After I_ had been using. Grape-Nuts for 
about two months I felt like a new boy 
altogether.. I have gained greatly in 
strength as well.as flesh, and it is a 
pleasure to study now that I am not 
bothered with my head. 
my examinations with a reasonably good 
percentage; extra good in some of them, 


and it is Grape-Nuts that has saved me | 


from a year's delay in entering college. 
‘‘ Father and mother have both been 


| improved by the use of Grape-Nuts. 


Mother was troubled with sleepless 


nights, and got very thin, and looked | 


care worn. She has gained her normal | 
strength and looks and sleeps well | 
nights.” ‘*There’s a reason.” Read | 


‘* The Road to Wellville” 


in pkgs. 
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Clean Cars 


Sleeping cars, parlor cars, dining cars, 
chair cars and coaches—every inch of 
them kept pure, healthy, sweet and 
clean by the wonderful new Vacuum 
‘ Cleaning System, just installed on the 


Chicago, 
Milwaukee 
& St. Paul Ry. 


No other line west of Buffalo uses 
the vacuum system of cleaning. It 
is applied to mattresses, blankets, up- 
holstery, carpets, curtains and chairs. 
By its tremendous suction’ force it re- 
moves all dirt, dust, grit and: germs 
as no other method can. It results 
in absolutely hygienic. car— _ 
perfect sanitation * ‘throughout. = 


It means more to you in 
health, comfort and clean= ~ 
























liness. than you.c: - " 
tre to select the’ 0, 
fee St. - 
on. yOur trips "Wet, 


Woodonent or Southwest. 


--For literature on any 
Western trip, address 


Gen. Ensvenn Aat,, 
F Gewt Pass. Act. 39) Broaoway, 
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CONTAINS 243 GOSPEL SONGS 











THE KING’S PRAISES 
A Great Sunday-School Song Book 
A superior collection 139 finest new and se- 
lected songs. If you desire a low-priced Peek? 
send for returnable copy, our expense. Pri 
per hundred, $8.00, manila ; $15.00, full cloth. 
The Praise Pub. Company 
Fairbury, 1532 Chestnut St., 
illinois ‘Philadelphia 














McClure’s Hiagasine Woman’s Home Compani: 
Success, Worid T J, Harper’s wOOmmROROLItam, 
rican A =" ~~ ion to any two. 
and the Work FM M. Barto 
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Teacher-T raining 
With the Master-Teacher 


By C. S. Beardslee, D.D. 
Price, 50 cents, net. 


Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times Company 
103t WALNUT STREET, PuHILapecpuia, Pa. 


























LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 17 (Judg:.7°: 9-23) 





Rev. O. R. Biackali, D.D. 


editor of the Baptist Sunday-School 
Publications, says: ‘‘I earnestly wish 
that The American Standard Bible might 
be adopted as the standard text in every 
Church and Sunday-School.”’ 
What translation of the Bible do you 
read? Why not have 


The American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


the latest, plainest and 
best edition of the Scrip- 
tures in any senguage. 

Do not get the idea it 
is a new Bible. There is 
but one Bible. The Amer- 
ican Standard Edition is 
a new translation from | 
the manuscripts 
(which were unknown to 
) pee the King James ata 

300 years ago), into the 
eres Oe Coe plainer Englis of to-day, 

Be sure'to ask for the American Standard, pub- 
lished by Thomas Nelson & Sons. a 


Interesting Booklet Sent Free 


Send for this book which gives full information 
and shows the many styles. 


THOMAS ) HELSON & & SONS 
‘87a East 18th St., | Now York 




















“Dr. Pell develops the lesson in such a 
way that it fits in your mind like a bali in 
its socket. You just can’t forget it.’’ 

That’s another strong point about 


PELL’ 





_ on the International Sunday-School Lessons, 
It’s pedagogical. 
Send for a sample and see. 


ROBERT HARDING CO., Richmond, Va. 


AN the world’s books and Sunday-school Supplies 
in addition to our own. 


SELECT 
NOTES 


By Rev. E: N. Pe eupet.. B. D., and 
OS R. WELLS 
am. ro than 1,500, ‘eee ee 
No other publication begins to furnish the in- 
spiration, instruction, and information found in 
Select Notes. Each year it keeps in touch with all 
that is new and helptul in religious literature and 
thought, presenting it in a concise and practical 
form to its students. 
Price, in cloth. postpaid, $1.25 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
Boston - Chicago 


Don’t Read at Random 


TRY THE 
Popular Systematic Course 
for American Year 


Just beginning in theC.L.S C : Four books Twelve 
numbers of the Chautauqua Magazine Annual mem- 
bership. Write for particulars or send $5.00 at once to 
Director Chautauqua Institution, (hautaugua, MY 


System Brings Results 


THE REMARKABLE LIFE 
of Mrs. Amanda Smith 


** Her Own Story.’’ Kvery Sun- 
day-school library and home should 
contain a copy of this remarkable 
book Nothing better could be se- 
lected for a CHRISTMAS GIFT. 
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os Bt St., Chicago, If. 


IBLE COLLEGE AT HOME, Write Pres. C. J. 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa 
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| action is contemplated, then newspaper re- 
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tain just what progress the Sunday-school 
cause is making in their home state. 

Recently the writer met the ministerial 
association of a certain city, The city and 
county were unorganized. He pressed the 
matter of organization, and was met as usual 
with the reply: ‘*We do not know that 
there is any advantage to be gained; our 
Sunday-schoois are in good condition and 
doing good work.”’ This was unanswerable 
unless some facts could be produced. The 
secretary quietly secured a report from every 
Sunday-school and made a total. Then he 
called upon the city superintendent of the 
public schools, and ascertained the exact 
enrolment of the public schools (not school 
age, but enrolment for the current month), 
With these unquestionable figures, he dem- 
onstrated to the city through its press that 
every Sunday morning there was one child 
in its streets for every one enrolled in its 
Sunday-schools, and two for every one in 
attendance at Sunday-school, and this, too, 
of children who actually went to day-school. 

The city changed its attitude. It had 
been a city for years; denominations had 
reported faithtully, but never before had it 
seen itself as God sees it. Association work 
furnishes us a clue to what advancement is 
being made in any county, city, or state as 
such, 

One of the first notes of the present re- 
vival efforts on this continent was that which 
came from Pittsburg, Pa. Prominently 
identified with this was the Rev, Dr. Cal- 
houn, then of that city, since field secretary 
of the Evangelistic Committee of the Presby- 
terian Assembly, and now with the Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago. Dr. Calhoun 
told the writer that in large measure, per- 
haps more than any will ever realize, the 
success of the mechanical workings of the 
Pittsburg campaign were due to the fact that 
Pittsburg and Allegheny county were, and 
had been for years, thoroughly organized 
and worked in connection with the Pennsyl- 
vania Sunday-school Association. They 


Organized, and the people accustomed to co- 
operation and associated effort. Association 
work furnishes a permanent plan in any city 
or county for all lines of religious co-opera- 
tion. 

Uniform co-operative effort makes an im. 
pression not otherwise possible, When an 
individual church or Sunday-school acts, not 
much notice is taken; but when a united 


porters are in evidence, and the forces of 
evil tremble. 

We are not in need of amalgamation. 
‘¢ They tell me union is in the air,’’ said a 
great Canadian leader, the Rev. Dr. John 
Potts. ‘*Let us keep it there.’? An amal- 
gamated body would be too large to.manage, 
or too sluggish to inspire. What is needed 
is that which we are realizing in the Sunday- 
school world through the International (in- 
terdenominational) Sunday-school Associa- 
tion. Its one plank is, ‘If we can help 
each other, let us do so.’? Who can object 
to this?—7he Rev. E. W. Halpenny, In- 
dianapolis; General Secretary State Sun- 
day-school Association of Indiana. 


‘fp 
A Time to Pray 


‘*Men in North America in prayer for 
men throughout the world,” is the thought- 
compelling phrase used by the International 
Committee of Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciations in making its call to all Associations 
and all Christians to observe as a time of 
special prayer in behalf of young men and of 
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What Is the Ietter 


of YOUR iine? 








Lawyers 15 
Leather Workers 18 
Life Insurance Agents 26 
Lumbermen .- 18 
Last, but not Least, Yours ? 














‘There is a special Lead Pencil for eve 
line of work. ‘Ihat people of all a 
may know how to get the right pencil, 
Dixon’s Pencil Guide has been devised. 
It is alphabetically indexed by vocations, 
so all you have to dois to look for your 
letter, turn to the page and find the pencil 
ov need, described by name and num- 
ex ‘The Guide is free. 


If your dealer doesn’t kee: 


bag, Dison! s Pencils, send 
16 cents for samples, w 


h double the money, 
JOSEPH DIXON CRUCIBLE CO. 
Department A. C. Jersey City, N. J. 














the various departments of Association work 
among men, the week from November 10 to | 
ss Ie order that the week may be charac- 
terized by a mighty volume of intercessory | 
prayer, both in the private devotions of mem- 
bers and of the friends of young men, and in 
such gatherings as may be held, suggestion 
is made that on Sunday, November Io, the 
meetings in Association halls and elsewhere | 
shall emphasize the meaning and power of | 
prayer; that the churches be asked to co- 
operate in public and private prayer; that | 
daily meetings be held at Association build- 
ings ; that members be enlisted in advance 
ina plan for daily private prayer; that Sun- 
day, November 17, be observed as a day of | 
thanksgiving and special evangelistic effort. | 
A leaflet giving full particulars, with the | 
subjects for daily prayer, may be secured 
from P. F. Jerome, 3 West 29th Street, New 
York. 








«CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


New S.S. Services or oe Wire 
Rt os THE pty és Ira B re... 


THE BOYAL GuEsr, by BE. “4 — 

sual prices. Send 5 ts 

sample of each of the theca. 8. ope Ore 

Christmas Treasury No. 18 
Recitation, Exercise, Drill god Tableau Book- 
let. Exceptional ary Material, 15 cents 
per copy postpaid. 

S. $. Cantatas (Secred and Humorous) 
SANTA THE or. New 1907, by Wilson 

aerate, » Gabriel 

SANTA’S SURP EB PARTY, by Parks 

KING OF KINGS, (Sacred) New 1907, b 


reas 
GLORIA IN EXOELSIS, (Sacred) by Lorenz 
Mention this paper, send 15 cents, and get 
these five To be re- 
turned postpaid if aot ‘paid for. 
Catalogue of Sunday school music, anthems, 
sheet music, mate oo music, orga i 
free by mentioning this papér. —e 


THE Loren 
150 vee t z Pustisnine ce. a. 
NEW YORK Arron OHIO 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


Two new services by Adam Geibel, W. Post and 
other representative writers: ‘‘ The ‘See and Scep- 
tre’’ and ‘* The Joyous Birth.’’ Each scts. a copy, 
postpaid, and $4.00a hundred, not prepaid. These two 
services with one other sent for so cts. 


A NEW CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

“A TRIP TO SANTA-LAND” 

Book and lyrics by Frederic W. Eickhoff and Anna 
M. Clyde ; music by Adam Geibel. cts. a copy, post- 
paid ; $3.00 per dozen, not prepaid. Send. for an exami- 
nation copy to be soturned or included in the order. 
10 Christmas Carols, Anthems, | r 
etc., and 350 others found in the new book for the Sun- 


day-school, “HYMNS WE LOVE,”’ 


entitle 
edited b by Adam Geibel ; associate editor, Frederic W. 
Eickho 35 cts. a copy, postpaid, and $25.00 per 
hundred, not prepaid. page selections of this book 


in in pamphlet form, 5 cts. a copy and $5.00 per: hundred, 
‘Adam Geibel Music Co., Fab arch St. 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 




















BELLS OF BETHLEHEM 

FOLLOWING THE STAR. | Samples of four, 
THE SONG CELESTIAL. = _ cents 
THE CHILD OF PROMISE. iit 


SANTA’S PERPLEXITY. Cantata for young folks. 
_— and go in every line.) Price, 25cents. Send 
or sa 

| THE SHEPHERD KING. Cantata for Choirs; 
greatest of recent years. rice, 50 cents, less dis- 
count. Send for sample. 


NEW CHRISTMAS ANTHEMS : Samples Free to 


Choirmasters. For sale by ity - m 
4 18- 0 rch St. 
HALL-MAGK CO. }Sex Nore seen zc 
What Happened to Santa 


A new Christmas ontatn for children. By W. M. 
Craic and C. L. Lucas. Price, 20 cents. Very 
effective. Easy to render, and sure to please. 


| The Christ Child in Art, Story and Song 
(The Children’s Messiah.) Compiled and ar- 
ranged by Mari Ruer Horer. Price, 20 cents. 
Now a standard work. A great entertainment. 

Christmas Songs of Many Nations 


Compiled and arranged as an entertainment by 
KatHerine Warrace Davis. Price, 25 cents. 


Send for descriptive circulars. 


CLAYTON F, SUMMY CO., Publishers 
220'Wabash Ave., = - = Chicago, Il. 
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KEEP YOUR MONEY 






Don’t throw it into the rs» barrel, but use a 


HUSTLER ASH SIFTER 


Save the coal, Coal saved is money earned. 
Turning the crank for a minute saves the day’s onyee, 
A child can do it. No maid objects to it. No d 

nor dust. Fits weed or iron barre}. ves its a 
many times a year. our dealer can "t supply you, 
we will. Write for C log Sr. 


HILL DRYER CO., #6, 0ark, AXS:: 


NEW CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


* The A ees of the World 
* The Messi The Gift Divine 
Poke and Adoration 


* Orchestrated, 
Send ro gents for package of samples—the above 
four and others. 


CHILDREN’S CANTATA 


Jolly Times with the Santa Claus Band 
By Flora Kirkland and I. H. Meredith 
Sent for examination if you mention this paper. 


A NEW IDEA SERVICE 


To schools desiring a change from the ordinary 
Christmas service we offer = latest number of our 
Story and Song Series, The Shepherd's Story, by 
Florence Morse Kin nd Gra with musical illustrations 
by 1. H. Meredith and Grant Colfax Tullar. A reader 
reads the story, and the choir renders the music. 
Only enough copies for reader and choir‘are required. 

ce, 10 cents each; $1 per dozen, postpaid. Sent 














for examination, on request. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
ts0F uth Avenue 87 Wespinsten St. 
York Chicag 
‘ Musi d 
“* Joyous Song ” word Edition.) 
“* Birthday of the King” 
OUR NEW CANTATA 
“ The Shadow of Santa Claus” 
Written especially for us by Ida Scott Taylor. 
in stamps, with your name and address, 
TEN will bring complete sample packet con- 
taining one each of the two services and 
CENTS our, aoe cantata, besides, our 120-page 
Holida Catalog of Xmas cards, dainty 
calendars, handsome Rockton novel candy boxes, etc. 
249 Dock Street, 
MacCalla & Co., Inc., hiadeipnia: Pa, 
E GIFT OF LOVE. A om on mg di ga by 
yg h and Fillmore. 
GATES OF GLORY. mi. goty seaeciee by 
Charles H. Gabriel. Price, 5 cents. 
JO OYFUL TIDINGS. new concert exercise by 
Powell G. Fithian. Price 5 cents. 
RECITATIONS, DIALOG OGUES AND ) MUSIC, No. 
new collection « 5 MAS EVI 10 cents. 
THE ORPHANS CHRISTMAS EVE. A new pisy 
ildren Be. music. Price, ro cents. 
SANTA CLAUS. PY = . aeons Cantata by 
Gabriel. Price, 30 
THE HOLIDAYS’ "GRAND REVIEW. A new can- 
tata for Suatnpocpoas and day schools by Mrs 
Mey oe and j. H. Fillmore. Price, 30 cents. 
r catalog, with full descriptions ‘of all k kinds of 
Christmas entertainments and music, with special 


offers as to prices, free. Ask for it. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm St., 41-43 Bible House, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. New York. 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


Two antiel maeviens R. Frank Lehman and 
oO 





August Krapf; brilliant, melodious, not oo Send 
5 cents he our z samples phe wae | two of 1906 

A ne or choirs, b August 
Kragh: ™ Angels i Weces Tee Reaims Of 
strong, and e ctive ; rice 15 cents. 

A new hymna for Sunday-Schools will be 


ready early in 1 , Write for particulars; also direc- 
tions “‘ How to form a Sunday-School Orchestra,’ 


R. Prank Lehman, 1308 Arch St., Philadelphia 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


i ro cents in stamps, and 
= will mail to your address four sample _ programs. 
(The best.) Each service containing 16 pages, 12 
songs, responsive eg and many recitations. 

55. cents dozen, r hundred, prepsid. 
Pruiiebes by MEYER “BROTHER 
106 and 108 Washington ‘Street, Chicago, 1. 














2 Tissot Bible wtetures tm colere (make hand- 
om ies —— the World Evangel 3 mos. 
for 2c rton, 801-8 Caxton Bidg., Cieveland, Q 
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FOR EVERYBODY AT HOME 
HAND SAPOLIO 


THE BABY, because it is so soft and dainty for its delicate skin. 

THE SCHOOLBOY, because its use insures him “ Perfect’’ marks in neatness. 

THE “ BIG SISTER,” because it keeps her complexion and hands soft and pretty. 

THE BUSY MOTHER, because it keeps her hands young and pretty in spite of housework and sewing. 

THE FATHER himself, because it helps him to leave behind the grime of daily work. 

THE PERFECT PURITY of HAND SAPOLIO makes it a very desirable toilet article ; it contains ’ 
no animal fats, but is made from the most healthful of the vegetable oils. It is a delicate preparation of 
._ the purest ingredients, a luxury but also a necessity to every man, woman, and child who desires the 
beauty of perfect cleanliness. 


GOLFING, AUTOMOBILING, FISHING. All great fun, but all necessitate a visit to the bath. 
Make that bath a luxury by using HAND SAPOLIO, the only soap which lifts a bath above the 


commonplace cleansing process. It removes all scurf, casts off the constantly dying outer skin, and gives 
the inner skin a chance to assimilate new life. 


HAND SAPOLIO 


The Soap with “life” in it - : Es Haat 




























“Tt does all that other soaps do 
and adds exhilaration. No other 
toilet soap is like. it m composition 
or in action. ‘The vegetable oils 
and fine flour of silex work won- 
ders in cleansing, enlivening, and 
health -.renewing the skin in a 
manner that chemical action 
could not approach. From 
baby’s delicate skin to the needs 
of the bath it has no equal.- 

Prove it for yourself, 























LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 17 (Judg. 7 : 9-23) 


Christmas Creations 


Never before have such attractive remembrances been 
prepared for Christmas giving. The Dennison Creations 
for 1907 comprise numberless articles of beauty . 
and utility, all of which are fully illustrated in 


Dennison’s Christmas Book— which tells how to make 
the Holiday Season one of happy recollections. 
Also, there are suggestions for all kinds of deco- 
for home, church, social, lodge or 
public hall. 


Address Dept. ‘‘ 54’’ at our nearest store. 


rations 


26 Franklin St. 


NEW YORK, 
15 John St. 1007 Chestnut St. 
ST. LOUIS, 
413 Nerth 4th St. 


CHICAGO, 
128 Franklin St. 








Make that Cold 
Room a Cozy Den 


In nearly every house there is one room that is extremely hard to heat—it 
is therefore practically closed for the winter. 


coziest room in the house with no trouble by the use of the 


PERFECTION 


(Equipped with Smokeless Device) 

This heater gives intense heat, with no smoke, no smell. 

Turn it as high as you can to light it, as low as you can to 

Easy to clean, easily carried from room to room. 
Nickel or Japan finish. Every heater guaranteed. 


extinguish it. 





The Rayo 


brass throughout and 
improved central draft burner. 
tory. . Every lamp guaranteed. 


Lamp 


Gives a clear, 


If you cannot get heater and lamp at your dealer's, write to 


our nearest agency. 


STANDARD OI, COMPANY 


(Incorporated) 





is the best lamp for all- 
round household purposes, 
steady light. 
nickel plated. Equipped with the latest 
Handsome—simple—satisfac- 








This room can be made the 


Oil Heater 


Made of 











CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





Mushrooms 


FRESH MUSHROOMS petahiy grown at home 

for the market. “ Lambert’s Pure Culture 
Spawn” is sold through dealers, but a sample brick, 
enough for,a small bed, together with complete illus- 
trated book on “‘ Mushroom Culture,” will be mailed 
upon receipt of 40 cents in postage. i 
Company, Dept. 5, St. Paul, Minn. 


Agents Wanted 


GENTS-—$300. every month selling our wonderful 
seven-piece Kitchen Set. Send for sworn state- 





ment of $12. daily profit ; exclusive territory. Outfit.| of every description. 


Free. S. Thomas Mfg. Co., 185 D. St., Dayton, O. 


Pictures 
PERRY PICTURES. Send 25 cents for 25 on Life 
Beautiful for Christmas Gifts. 


The Perry Pictures Company, Box 138, Ma 


| Manning, Designers and Engravers, Philadelphia. 
American Spawn | a a ee 


Each picture, 5% x 8. | Sale. Catalogue Free. 
Send 4 cents in stamps for beautiful cotesogne to-day. | Machines, Films, Slides, etc. 


Post Cards | 


SOUVENIR POST CARDS.—From Photos, etc., we 
make you the “ Plates,” from which on a type | 
printing press you can have the cards printed in one ! 
or more colors. Send for S. T. Smplaes. Gatchel & 


Live Stock 


| TH E celebrated Hungarian and English Partridges | 


and Pheasants, the large Hungarian Hares, all | 
kinds of Deer, Quail, etc., for stocking purposes. Fancy | 
Pheasants, ornamental waterfowl and live wild animals | 
Write for price list. Wenz & | 


| Mackensen, Dept 22, Yardley, Penna. 


ae 
| 


Motion Pictures | 





| MOTION PICTURE MACHINES, Film Views, | 


of Christ, or 25 art subjects, or 25 for children. | 


Magic Lanterns, Slides, and similar Wonders For 
2 We also Buy Magic Picture 
Harbach & Company, 


d n, Mass. | 809 Filbert Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
_ Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, November 20, 1907. Wanted: 
Men for Gideon's Band. 
(Judg. 7 : 2-7). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—Servants of sin (Judg. 6 : 1-6). 
‘lUES.— Promised deliverance (]udg. 6 : 7- 

Io). 
WED.—The deliverer chosen (]udg. 6 : 11- 


24). 
‘THURS.— Gideon prepared (Judg. 6: 25-32). 
FRI.—A sign given (Judg. 6: 33-40). 
Sat.—A splendid victory (Judg. 7 : 8-25). 











Why do temperance, civic reform, evangel- 
ism, need Gideons ? 


Reasons why young men shrink from open 
confession of Christ. 


Ways in which a Gideon's Band could help 
your community. 


RUTH is almost always in the cus- 
tody of the minority, and the great 
victories have ever been the vic- 

tories of the fewover the many. It was 
Elijah single-handed against the proph- 
ets of Baal, and Gideon and his three 
hundred against the hosts of the Midian- 
ites. And in our day every reform has 
begun with the few, and fought its way 
against inertia or opposition. 

So the need of all days, of Gideon’s 
and of our own, is for men who fear God 
and have no other fear, who will destroy 
sin, but will not compromise with it, 
who go out to war ready for the foe, ex- 
pecting war to be war, and who believe 
that with God they can prevail, however 
many be the armies that come out 
against them. 


. There ‘are. some whe tell us, though, 
that all such language is out of place 
now. We must not talk of fighting. In 
all men. and.all opinions that have held the 
allegiance oftiten the root is good, the 
say. What we_néed to do is to approa 
them with conciliation and sympathy, 
discover that which is good in them, and 
foster and developthat. Thereis a real 
truth here. But there are bad men and 
bad opinions, which it is our duty to an- 
tagonize and destroy. And there are 
men and opinions in which the bad and 
the good are so intermingled that they 
can hardly be separated, and it becomes 
a question of cutting hard at the evil or 
of letting them alone in their entangle- 
ment. 


And there is evil in men and opinion 
which is made worse and more danger- 
ous by the plausibility of its excuses, 
and by its alliance with good which 
ought to have no part or inheritance 
with it. 

Our Lord perceived this. ‘I came 
not to bring peace, but a sword.” Now, 
he did bring ‘peace, such peace as the 
world, with its wise ways of doing things 
and its cunning compromises, cannot 
give. But his peace is peace after battle, 
after conquest. 

And he wants men to come after him 
who, in the spirit of Gideon and his 
band, will go anywhere and do any- 
thing, and will realize that they are in 
a war. 


If this is not true, if the Son of God 
does not go forth to any war, if he is not 
asking for any one to follow in his train, 
if the apostles, saints, and martyrs erred 
in thinking that his blood-red banner 
was ahead of them and summoned them 
| to battle,—then let us cease singing the 
war songs of the church, and let us cross 





out the war passages in the Bible, and | 
| let us try to think of life, not as the 


*‘ good fight’’ Paul found it, but as a 
genial adjustment of truth to error, or a 
kindly tolerance of what Christ so ab- 
horred. 

But we cannot do this, for sin will soon 
break any truce and reopen hostilities. 
We cannot be at peace if wetry. It is 
battle always, so long as life remains. 

But it is also victory if_we will go in 
and fight in the faith and spirit of the 
band of Gideon. 








This lean M. D. is Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in Spotiess Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder he is lean. 

He’s lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO. 


Health and dirt cannot exist to< 
gether. If a housewife wants the 
Doctor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 


and easily keep every thing clean. 














The 
1: aife of Christ 
“in Récent Research : 


By 
William Sanday, D.D., LL.D., Litt.D. 
Cloth, $1.75, net. 





8vo. 


The present volume is composite in its 
origin ; and yet, although it was some- 
thing of an afterthought to print the 
papers of which it is composed to- 
gether, they have a considerable de- 


gree of unity, both of time and pur- 
pose. All but one have been written 
within very little more than a year; 
and in several cases, as will be readily 


seen, one has grown out of another. 
The nucleus of the volume is formed 
by four lectures delivered in response 
to an invitation from Cambridge.— 
From the Preface. 


For sale by all booksellers. 
Send for Catalogue. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


AMERICAN BRANCH 


91 and 93 Fifth Avenue, New York 


ESPERANTO 


The new universal language, may be learned by any 
one who knows. English. Send for our new Leek, 
Esperanto in Twenty Lessons. Price, 50 cents. 


A. S. BARNES & CO., 
East Twenty-fourth Street, New York City. 


St. Jude’s 


By Ian Maclaren 


With an Introduction by Ralph Conncr 























A new book of short stories such 
as only Ian Maclaren could 
write. Here we find the same 
humor and kindly satire that 
made *‘ Beside the Bonnie Brier 
Bush”’ unforgettable. 


Price, $1.25, postpaid. 


Send order to your bookseiler, or 
direct to publishers, 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
William Briggs, Toronto, Ont., Can. 














USED IN MILLIONS OF HOMES. 


Dissolves instantly, polishes quickly, goes farther, and lasts 
longer on the stove than any other stove polish ever made. 
Makes old stoves look like new. 
surprised hy the resalits. Nothing like it for stoves. 
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Tey a cake and you will be 


Canton, Mass., U.S.As 





**To say that a Bible 
rhe od See 


Oxtord is sufficieat, 
ne kal surpricn we 
—e- —Christlan Mathes, 





ENTIRELY NEW! 


OXFORD 


Pictorial Palestine 


BIBLES 


From 55 cents upwards 


The originators of this new Pictorial 
Bible hope they may claim to fill a 


want. here are many illustrated jf 
Bibles. Some contain copies from the jf 
Old Masters, and grand as these pice jj 
tures are in color and artistic skill, no 
one would venture to say they are 
correct, either as to place or costume 
Other editions contain modern pic- 
tures drawn by very capable artists 
unfamiliar with the East. 








Some Bibles are full of pic- 
tures of supposed occurrences, 
but to our minds no legend or 
tradition should be pictorially 
represented ina Bible. In this 
volume neither artist has made 
any attempt to illustrate by pic- 
ture the divine Christ. but to 
depict existing customs which 
throw light on Bible statements, 
In this Bible, the pictures, 
whatever merit or demerit 
they may have, are at 
least true. 





SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANC 


CH 
91 and 93 Fifth Ave., New York 











The Sunday-School 
and the Pastor 


By the Rev. John T. Faris, 
Managing Editor of The Sunday Schoo] Times 


Practical hints for the pastor who wants to help his Sunday-school. 
pastor who has had great success in work among the young people of his 
church here records his own experiences and the experience of many others, 
Price, 25 cents net, postpaid 
Ordér from your regular bookseller or direct from the publishers, 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., 1031 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


A 

















Ghe Sanday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, November 2, 1907 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.” 











Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each | 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For | 
detailed intormation address The Religious | 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build. | 


ing, Philadelphia, 


Subscription Rates | 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year, | 
One copy, or any number of | 
$ i .0O copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 
lo Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 
* One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
7§ cent rate, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TiMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa> ~ 





| feet, especially upon retiri 


‘ment, much less kept it going. 





‘There never was a woman who 
has once tried the “* Arnold” Knit 
Bed Slippers who did not exclaim, 
“I never had such comfort or 
happiness before. Never was I 
sofree from suffering from cod 


THE “ARNOLD” sti 





rw, 


hi t | 

All colors, high roll buttoned tops, 96 | 

The “Arnoid’”’ Knit Night Drawers | 
(No. 751) FOR CHILDREN 

Sizes 2 to 8 and 10 15 


ars, 60 
5 years, 50-. years, C. years, 


FREE pair of children’s bed slippers with 
each garment.. Postage on each night drawers | 
with Sonste 12 cents additional. Illustrated 

catalog of ** Arnold” fine knit goods tor infants, cbil- | 

dren and women, sent tree. NOVELTY KNITTING 

CO., 99 Hamilton Street, Albany, N. Y. 








ARMY AUCTION SALE BARGAINS. Large 260 | 
page illustrated 1907 catalogue mailed. 15 cents. | 
(Stamps). Francis Bannerman, 501 Broadway, N. ¥ 








**Reasons why ten boys left Sunday School,” 
ana the Werld Evangel 3 months for 20c. (two dithes 
or stamps). F.M.Barton, 801-8 Qaxton Bidg., Cleveland;O. 








ar Ay Best for 
Ky “ay BILIOUSNESS | 
DIO PEWADID  Sci'Siomackc’ Sad 
Nos 









' 

restores appetite, | 
** Tastes Like Soda Water.*’ | 
50e. & $1. at draggists or by mail. | 


Commended. by tiserg,,<- THE TARRANT. CO. 
for 62 Years: « ~~ “44 Hudson St., New York 


| too, will be right in their own homes with 
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| A REVOL 








UTIONARY PLAN 





How every Sunday-school, in city, town, and country, may have’ a Home 

Department when not a man er woman in the church is willing to be leader. 

From the new “ Brown Book” (5 cents), by C. D. Meigs of Indianapolis, 
which tells the whole story in a way that is convincing 


NE-THIRD of the children born into 
the world die in infancy, and so do 
about one-third of the Home Depart- 

ments. As a rule, the dead ones slowly 
pottered in and then gradually ‘* petered 
out ’’ for want of proper attention ; and that 
is the short, sad biography and obituary of 
hundreds of them. On their tombstones 
might well be cut that old epitaph : 


** Since I was so soon done for, 
What was I ever begun for?” 


But bad as all that is, it is by no means 
the worst of it, for fuliy seventy-five per cent 
of the schools in our land, try as they might, 
have never yet even started a Home Depart- 


**No, we have no Home Department 
now; we used to have one, but the lady 
who had it in charge left the city, and we 
could not find anybody to take hold of it, 
and so it died out,’’ has been heard so often 
by the writer that it tingles in his ears when- 
ever he stops to listen. 

So it seems that the main difficulty in 
Home Department work is ‘* How to start 
and maintain it when conditions are such 





that it seems utterly impossible to find a man 
or woman in the church to undertake the 
work and give it the necessary time and at- | 
tention,”’ | 

That seems a hard proposition, but there 
is a way to solve it. 

The second hard problem is: How to in- 
terest the parents and make them feel that 
perhaps they will not be as happy in heaven 
as they would like to be when they discover | 
that the stars which ought to shine in their | 
own crowns are sparkling in the crown of | 
the faithful Sunday -school teacher. 





but they ought te be worn where they fit 
the best, and would look most becoming. 

Now the effect upon mothers who join the | 
Home Department has been noticeable and | 
interesting. If the mother is ‘‘ a good mem- 
ber,’’ it is found that her children’s prepara- | 
tion for Sunday-school no longer begins and | 
ends with clean hands, clean face, and a | 
clean ribbon around the neck, lovely as these | 
things are. Even when not asked to by | 
teacher or Home Department Visitor, it 
seems to come natural for Home Department | 
mothers who study their Sunday-school les- 
sons to say: ** Mary, dear, have you studied 
your lesson this week? Mama has studied 
hers. Suppose you do it now.”’ 

The Home Department has already proved 
itself to be the most successful plan ever yet 
devised for securing ‘* parental co-opera- 
tion.’? But can there not be some way de- 
vised by which it may do more than it ever 
has done to interest the parents in their chil- 
dren’s work in the class ? 

Just read on ! 

It may be rather a startling proposition, 
but it is easy and simple and entirely practi- 
cal, and here it is: lf the grown folks can’t 
or won’t start a Home Department, then the 
children can and will, — with what little 
assistance the superintendent of the school 
can give them in five minutes and the teachez 
can add in one minute. 

Ot course the first: place for the children 
to begin their work, and probably to end it, 


their own fathers an@ mothers. Does not 
the Book say, ‘*A little child shall lead 
them’’? Most parents will do more to 
please their children than to please anybody 
else in the worid, 


A Bit of Reasoning 


Two ways of starting a Home Department 
are not many. Let those. who are loyal to 
the old plan of having superintendent and 
Visitors and think it will ‘* never do’’ to 
turn the work over to the children remain 
loyal, but a poor rule that will work is better 
than a good one that won’t work. And that 
is why children’s work is better than no 
work, and that is why the new way is sug- 
gested. 

Most every Sunday-school has more boys 





and girls than men and women in it, and 
every boy and girl in it is more ready for 
work than any man or woman in it is ready 
for more work, 

Statistics show that sixty per cent of all the 
children enrolled in Sunday-schools drift out 
and away, and are eventually lost to the 
church entirely. This is most serious, and 
the fault is not with the children, but with 
the management and with the teachers who 
fail to give the children anything to do that 
interests and holds them. 

** Little girl, why do you go to Sunday- 
school ? ”’ 

‘* Because my mama makes me go.”’ 

** What do you do when you are there ?’’ 

**T wait till it’s out.’”’ 

How long will she go after mama quits 
making her go? 

Children all love to be where there is 
**something going on,’’ especially if they 
may have the happy privilege of helping to 
make it go on. The reason why children 
play so much is that they must be doing 
something, and if nobody gives them any- 
thing else to do, they will play the livelong 
day, and work at it, too, while some grown- 
ups, perhaps, are playing at their work. 

Most boys will fret it they cannot sweat ! 


A Story 


I once rode with a Texas father in a buggy 
with his little four-year-old boy. The father 
carried a carriage-whip, usual size, while the 
boy carried a smaller one, which he applied 
vigorously and frequently to the back of the 
horse. ; 

**Tom,”’’ I said to the father, “ is this old 
nag of yours so slow that it takes two whips 


Of | to make her go? ” 
course they will look well on the teacher, | 


‘*It takes three when the other smal] boy 


| is along,”’ was the Texan’s reply. And then 


he told me that the boys did not enjoy the 
ride at all if they could not each have a whip 
to help with. 

Now since children so love to help make 
things go, why not give them a chance to 
help make the Home Department go ? 

If you do not know how to do that, just 
read on, 


| The Plan 


Mr, J. S. Taylor of Dallas, Texas, is said 
to have done successful work with a class of 
six boys, ten to fifteen years of age, who 
carried to their parents and relatives each 
week’s ** Lesson-Study Slips,’? and returned 
them to the teacher the following Sunday 
with the proper markings to indicate lesson- 
study. The six boys got eighteen mothers 
and others to join the Home. Department, 
study the lessons, and make weekly reports 
to the teacher through the class. It inter- 
ested the boys very much, made them morc 
regular in attendance, and more studious 
about their own .esson study. Whether the 
same plan was ever tried by other teachers 
or not the writer does not know, but there is 
a seed-thought in it which suggests the fol- 
lowing plan: 

Let the boys and girls in each class in the 
school be utilized as ‘* messengers ’’ to, and 
‘* Visitors ’’ in, their own homes, . Why not, 
and what could be easier than to send by 
them a printed leaflet that will explain the 
Home Department to the parents more 
clearly and forcefully than any inexperienced 
** Visitor ’’ can do it, without the embarrass- 
ment of seeming to be ** personal ’’ ? 

When the child has delivered the leaflet in 
the home, all the parents have to do is to 
read it, sign, detach, and return the ‘‘ reply 
note ’’ on the next Sunday to the supefin- 
tendent of the school, who enters the name 
on the. Home Department list, and has the 
new member either assigned to the teacher 
of the class, or to one of the ‘* Visitors,’ ac 
cording to the method used in the school. 
If assigned to a Visitor, of course the Visitor 
will see to it that the lesson quarterly is 
promptly furnished and the quarterly reports 
regularly secured. If, on the other hand, a 
teacher is put in charge, he will return the 
membership certificate and send a lesson- 
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help anda report envelope, and finally secure 
the report by the aid of the scholars, unless 
perchance he wants to take advantage of the 
good excuse for calling at the home himself, 


Making the Announcement 


After the plan has been explained to the 
teachers privately, and their consent to act 
has been secured, let the pastor or superin- 
tendent order a sufficient number of- the 
leaflets (‘* Form N ’’) to furnish one to each 
home represented in the school, and a few 
extras, and on the following Sunday let an 
announcement something like this be made : 

‘*T hold in my hand a little leaflet, with a 
picture on it of a Bible and a knife. It tells 
the story of a lost Bible, and how it may be 
found. Our teachers all want to send a 
leaflet just like this to the homes of their 
scholars to-day. They would like to have 
help. How many of you scholars would 
like to carry one of these papers home and 
give it to your mother, and ask her to read 
it carefully, and then sign and send back 
next Sunday the printed note she will find on 
the last page of it. Will all who would like 
to help your teacher in this way please hold 
up your hand?’”’ 

Up goes every hand. 

‘* Very well, thank you. The secretary 
will hand some to each teacher, and the 
teacher will hand them out just after the 
school adjourns. But, by the way, I forgot 
to tell you to be sure and tell your mother 
that I said she had better not read the leaflet 
aloud to any one until she has first read it 
over to herself, and then, if she wants to, 
she can read it aloud to every one in the 
house.’’ (This will insure its being read.) 

By all means let the pastor preach a ser- 
mon that same Sunday morning on the Sun- 
day-school and its importance, emphasizing 
the parents’ duties as aids to the Sunday- 
school teacher in the religious instruction of 
their children, Let him explain as much as 
he thinks best the plan outlined in this book, 
reading extracts from it if he likes, This 
will prepare the way for the children’s work. 


** Associate Members” 


Why should parents who do promisé to | 


help, by joining the Home Department, 
make their promises and reports to some one 
other than the teacher of their own children ? 
Why not ‘*stand in’”’ 
stead of with some one who has no relation 
with the children whatever? Why not come 
a little closer to the class which their own 
children belong to? And now we are get- 
ting close to the promised ‘‘new idea,’’ 


which is, Why not make the parents ‘‘as- | 


sociate members’”’ of the class or classes to 


which their own children belong? not at- | 


tending its sessions, of course, but helping in 














Trouble From Coffee 
People Beginning to learn about the Drug. 


‘*Coffee treated me so badly that I 
want to tell people about it, and if you 
can use my letter, I will be glad. 

‘‘I am 45 yearsold and have drank 
coffee all my life. I have felt bad for 
years and did not know what ailed me. 
Sometimes I would have to press my 
hand against my’ heart, I would be in 
such pain and I -got so I could hardly 
do my work. My head would feel heavy 
and dizzy, and many a time 1 got so 
blind I just had to drop down or else I 
would have fallen. 

‘*I felt bad allover. My feet would 
swell and hurt me. A friend of mine 
asked me to try Postum and stop drink- 
ing coffee. I tried the Postum, but it 
was some days before I got hold of the 
right way to make it. My heart disease 


and dropsy disappeared and I got entirely | 


well. 

‘* There is much in making it. 
to be boiled longer than ordinary coffee, 
but when I got it made good, it was fine, 
and now I wouldn’t have coffee in my 
house at all. I am sure that Postum 
saved my life, and Iam now perfectly 
well. I send vou the names of about 
twenty peeple that have been helped by 
leaving off coffee and using Postum Food 
Coffee.” 

It's worth while to read ‘‘ The Road to 
Welliville” in pkgs. 


with the teacher in- | 


It has | 


other..ways to encourage class spirit, . class 
loyalty, class happiness, class success. 

They would be Home Department mem- 
bers of the school, but ** associate members ”’ 
of the class, because they are associated with 
it, to a certain degree, in its Home Depart- 
ment work and social interests, 


sociate members in the front of the class- 


that purpose and properly ruled off for their 
quarterly reports. If the teacher is willing 
let the class elect one ofits @wn members as 
its ** recording secretary,’’ whose duty it will 
be to keep the records. Nothing would 
please them better. Under this plan a 
school, having a Home Department of one 
hundred members, of whom twenty were as- 
sociated with the teachers of the school, 
would report ‘* one hundred members, eighty 
regulars, and twenty associates.’’ Why not? 

Another thing. Let the contributions of 
the ‘‘ Associate Members”’ of the class, at 
the end of the quarter, go to the credit of the 
whole class, being added to that which the 
children- have given.-- This will encourage 
liberality and increase the contributions far 
beyond the cost of the Home Department 
helps. 


It Is All Easy 


Now in all this plan there is nothing re- 
quired of the children which the smallest 
child in the primary class cannot do. 

There is nothing required of the teachers 
that they cannot all do. 


that they cannot alldo. Then why not set 
them all at it without further delay ? 
** Do it now !”’ 


Some of the Advantages 


No plan is so good as to be free from all 
disadvantages, much less is this one which 
thus far only claims to be the second best 
way. Still, it has some advantages well worth 
considering and which are not found in any 
other plan, and here they are :— 

1. It will at. least furnish an opening 
| wedge, which may be driven in to its very 
head, by stronger hands, later on. 

2. It gives the children something to do 
| that will make them feel that 
‘*partners in the business’’ and helping to 


‘*make the thing go.’’ 
’ 





Let the teacher record the names of as- | 


book, a page being specially provided for | 


they are. 
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There is nothing required of the parents | 


3- This very feeling will increase their own | 


; interest and make them more regular and | 


| prompt in attendance, if not, indeed, more 
studious. 

4. It will add a golden link or two to the 
chain which binds teacher, parent, and shild 
| closer together, and possibly forge a whole 
chain where there was only a thread before. 


5. It may procure many of the parents as | 


Home Department members, of the same 
class, perhaps, to which their own children 


current lessons, 
preparation by the scholars. 
6. If you already have a Home Depart- 


ing Home Department if anything will. 

7. It will lead the Sunday-school teachers 
to do more visiting in the homes of their pu- 
| pils, a result worth praying for and. paying 
for, too. 

8. When you get the mothers to join you 

| have a Home Department which, however 
small in numbers, has for its members the 
| most desirable material in the entire church, 
You have gotten hold of ‘the hand which 
| rocks the cradle,’’ and you know how much 
that means. Surely with this good measure 
of success to begin with it will be much easier 





belong. This will secure their study of the | 
and insure better lesson | 


ment poorly worked, this may secure new | 
members in the surest, shortest, easiest way, | 
| and that will put new life into the languish- | 





| to find some one who will take up the work | 


! church. 


and carry it into and through the whole | 


9g. This plan puts not only each class, but 


| the entire school in touch with the Home | 


| Department, and prevents the latter from 
| being ignored by the school and driven out 
| into the world to “flock by itself,’’ as is 
entirely-too often the case. 





for the work, and the school will thus be 
carrying on, in a practical way, a little Home 
| Department training class, the members of 
| which will be fitted for broader work later on, 


10. It wili discover among the older schol- | 
ars those who show ability and adaptability | 


| 
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Reverend 
Sam Jones’s Widow - 
Gets $1,000 per Year for Life 


The name and the fame of Rev. Sam P. Jones have 
gone over the nation. While the noted evarigelist 
preached the Gospel with great power, it now transpires 
that he provided for his wife with great good sense. Asa 
result of this foresight and self-denial 


The Mutual 
Life Insurance 
Company 


is now paying Mrs. Jones $1,000 per 
year, and will continue to do so during 
her life. Ina recent letter Mrs. Jones thanks the Company for 
the way in which this matter has been handled. This is all 
good for Mrs. Jones, but how about the woman yet unpro- 
tected and the man yet uninsured? The need is great and 
certain. The Company is strong and ready. Write and 
learn more about how such protection can be secured. 


The Time to Act is NOW. 








For the new forms of policies write to 
The Mutual Life Insurance Company 
of New York, N. Y. - 











Why Not Attend the 
International 
Sunday-School Convention 
Without Money Cost ? 


It meets in Louisville in June, 1908. It 
is the great event of the Sunday-school calendar 
in North America. Why not plan nght now 
to go, at no money cost to yourself > 

The question of expense was solved by 
us for some of the delegates to the World’s 
Convention in Rome—a ten thousand mile 
journey. May we not explain—at once—the 
plan by which we should like to solve the 
Louisville expense-question for you ? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Wainut St., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


NOW IS EXACTLY THE 
RIGHT TIME TO BEGIN 
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WE PAY ALL TRANSPORTATION CHARGES TO YOUR FREIGHT STATION!! 


Grandest Book Offer 


In Amount, Quality, and Price, ever made to the readers of 
The Sunday School Times. 


Fifteen Massive Volumes, 11,582 Pages, the Cream of the .World’s Bible Study Books. On Good 
Paper, Newly Printed, in Strong, Handsome Cloth Binding— 


DOWN $56 50 ORIGINAL $15 () DELIVERED 
FROM | * COST, TO * | FREE 


Making a net bargain unapproached in book history. 








“Beware of 
the man of one 
book,” for he 
does not truly 
Y = understand even 
ETE E apg canines Ure mcTIMES a his one book. For 


JESUS JESUS THOUSAN! controversy or 
scamihnes | teambmene QUTATINS understanding, 
for teaching or 
for learning, the 
minimum indis- 
pensable and. 
others most. 
helpful are on 


: ao ~~ the list here 
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A RICH NEW ‘ ADDITION @ that invaluable classic, by a great missionary. forty-five- yeafs resident in Syria, Facile prin- 
; ; Vin *% 95 ceps amo 
« Dr. W. M. Thomson’s ‘The Land and the Book.” “7° 
the modern ‘Haly Lajid as illuminating the ancient and the Bible, never losing its charm.to read or its value for reference; 3 vols., 1,902 pp.; six maps; above a 


hundred. fine. full-page’ wood-cuts, .besides several hundred in the text, making a magnificent Palestine album. Originally $12.00; now offered, when full set is 
purchased, at little over ONE-FIFTH that. ges” Cheapened only in price; maps much improved, printed on tough bond paper, and guaranteed never to crack across. 
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CRUDEN’S COMPLETE CONCORDANCE EDERSHEIM’S LIFE AND TIMES OF JESUS THE MESSIAH 
By Alexander Cruden, M.A. 756 pages. Former price, $1.50. (2 vols.) The Authorized American Edition. By Alfred_Edersheim, M.A., Oxon., 

Without such a work the Bite student or teacher is simply helpless. ‘* Scripture is the best interpreter D.D., Lecturer at the University of Oxford. 1524 pages. Former price, $6.00. 

of Scripture ;"’ and even the riches of the Bible are half useless if you cannot tell where to find them. p A full oe Cv —y ye ortrait of the society, life a ectual and mt >t Cove ma of the 
“ alestine of the time o rist, to serve as a background for his own portrait ; by a world-famous master 
JAMIESON, FAUSSET & BROWN’S BIBLE COMMENTARY of Jewish writings and customs. Virtually a fresh historical commentary on the Four Gospels. 

: The Sunday School Ti It i itivel freshi read a lif f the Savio hich i 
ian. ae = ’ ‘ : e Sunday 00 mes: ‘lt is positively refreshing to a life of the Saviour which is 
(ree vEis.. By Rehert Jamieson, B.D. St. Pout s,, Cigegew + Rex ee Be Oe. critical in the best and truest sense of the word, and biblical at the same time.”’ 

Renting od - = E pey  F New Teithmenth : elucidating passages not clear,to the CONYBEARE and HO SON’S LIFE and EPISTLES of ST. PAUL 
apprehension, historical allusions, unfamiliar customs, and so on. A massive storehouse of notes By Rev. W. J. Conybeare, M.A., of Cambridge, and J. S. Howson, D.D., of Liverpool. 
authoritatively learned yet perfectly lucid, concise but sufficiently full for practical use. 917 pages ; many fine illustrations, maps, coins, etc. Former price, $4.50. ay 

Rev. J. A. Vincent, Bishop M. E. Church: “It deserves a place on the table of every Bible A splendid work of —- popalerity and authority No other compares with it for a lifelike 
student.” picture of the great Apostle and the work he did, an acute and illuminating general commentary on 

is writings, and a style at once full of fine scholarship and of literary charm. 


SMITH’S DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE = 
Edited by William Smith, LL.D., Classical Examiner of London University. 1024 THE COMPLETE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS 








pages, finely illustrated. Pormer price, $4.50. translated by William Whiston, M.A. 978 pages. Former price, $4.00. -_ 
A great standard classic, too indispensable to need description, and never superseded by any later _ The priceless writings of the greatest Jewish leader and statesman in the generation after Christ ; 
one. Minister *. teac hers, Sunday-school superintendents, and Bible readers generally, need their Smith Hitsiees o06 | mig. eee of -t yous; the cp oe tea bo = - ty cathy a rape amen eae 
only less than their Cruden. P in blood an ire, es roying erusaiem and scattering © jewish people ; gains pion; iscourse on 
2 ‘ Hades. Various dissertations, tables of weights, measures, and coins, etc. 
FAUSSET’S CRITICAL AND EXPOSITORY CYCLOPEDIA P 
| (2 vols.) By _ A. R. Fausset, A.M., St. ranenedl York. 750 three-column SANFORD’S Concise CYCLOPEDIA of RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE 
| Panes, 600 itustrations. , Former price, 93.00. . la tae Saied Sy, Rev. E. B. Sanford, D.D. 985 pages, beautifully illustrated. Former 
us great work Is a masterpiece of Compressed riches. t represents seven years labo: by the rice, * . 

} author, aud contains thirty-seven ‘hund d articles of enormous Nagy condensed yet complete Hecical Biographical, Geographical, Theological and Practical. A _o treasury of infor- 

and abundantly thorough; setting forth briefly and suggestively those doctrinal and experiential mation regarding Church and Bible a gt U Names, Places and Customs, Creeds and Sects, Theo- 
| truths contained in the written Word itself. ; ; logians and Scholars, The Early Church, the Story of the Reformation, the various Young People’s 
- mt Bashtord, 6.5., President of Cate Wesleyan Usiversity : It is a most admirable Societies, Cathedrals, Churches, etc. ; 

aid. nope ten thousand teachers will use it in the next six months. GILBERT’S SE 

aati 3,000 LECTED QUOTATIONS 

{ KITTO’S ILLUSTRATED BIBLE HISTORY By Josiah Gilbert. Introduction by Charles S. Robinson, D.D. 681 pages. Former 
j By Rev. John Kitto, D.D., F.S.A. 735 double-column pages, 220 engravings. Price, $2.00. 
| Former price, $4.50. ; _ : ‘ ihceng A gold mine to speakers and writers. Pithy and eloquent passages from the literature of all ages, 
| A brilliant work of immense popularity ; filling up the gaps of the Scripture narrative, completing itin | with complete index of authors and subjects Jndenominational but evangelical. Preachers, teachers 

a rounded historic unity to the Destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, and clothing the whole scene and per- —_ and students will be charmed with these terse utterances, which clearly and forcibly express or apply 

sonages with vivid life. Over 100,000 copies sold, and the demand unabated, testify to its enduring merits. some religious truth. 
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